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fae you reading the advertisements each 
week in the Times? Many have found 
that it pays well! 





























Unanswered Prayer 


By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


e+ give me, please, a little dog, 
That I may be securely led, 
Since I am blind, through these dark days ;— 
Oh, glorious fact! He gave me sight 
instead ! 


Lord, grant me now a crutch to use, 


A coddling friend for my poor soul 
To lean upon, since it is lame ;— 


What joy! He made these limbs entirely 
whole! 


Lord, put me in some quiet place, me 
Where taut and fevered nerves may rest 
From jarring personalities ; — 
He taught me that His perfect grace was 
best! 
v 


In Days of Trouble 


Is there anyone today who is not in 
trouble? A college president who shared 
this common lot with the rest of us had 
a comforting letter from a Christian 
friend awhile ago, some sentences of 
which should help us all. The friend 
wrote: “We can sympathize with you. 
Days of trouble come this way, too. No 
one long escapes. Pleasant paths must 
be given up for difficult ascents. Storms 
surprise; torrents of woe rush down like 
swollen mountain streams tearing down 
trees and rolling giant boulders toward 
us. We have days when we can’t hear 
angel whispers. Times come when we 
travel almost impassable roads, have to 
make detours, miss connections, find 
wrecked schedules; when it seems right- 
eousness is clamped down in the stocks, 
and faithfulness is manacled with the 
chains of retribution. ‘Evil’ days — days 


of ‘trouble’ as the Bible calls them — 
appear like bold bandits. We find that, 
instead of running into trouble, often it 
stalks our path like a lion. And so we 
can say, what has been often said for 
our comfort: “The Lord hear thee in the 
day of trouble; send thee help out of his 
sanctuary, and strengthen thee out of 
Zion’ (Psa. 20). ‘Most gladly therefore 
will I rather glory in my infirmities, that 
the. power of Christ may rest upon me’ 
(2 Cor. 12:9).” 
Pd 


Our Assured Peace 


God wants his peace, “which passeth 
all understanding,” to be our continual 
and perpetual possession. We can have 
it even in the midst of suffering, distress, 
deadly attacks from the enemy, baffling 
problems, uncertainty as to our next 
step, and in a world of “men’s hearts 
failing them for fear, and for looking 
after those things which are coming on 


% 


the earth” (Luke 21:26). God’s will makes 
for our peace even when it seems quite 
otherwise. We can safely trust him 
when we cannot understand. Israel’s 
Messiah wept over the city of Jerusalem 
because his own people flung from them 
the peace that God wanted them to 
have, as they rejected and crucified him 
who alone could be their Peace. As the 
Lord, beholding the city, looked over it, 
he said: “If thou hadst known, even 
thou, at least in this thy day, the things 
which belong unto thy peace! but now 
they are hid from thine eyes” (Luke 
19:42). All who have received “this 
same Jesus” as their Saviour and Lord 
have had their eyes opened to the things 
which belong unto their peace. “For 
he is our peace” (Eph. 2:14), and he 
has given us the Spirit of God, “that . 
we might know the things that are 
freely given to us of God” (1 Cor. 2: 
12). Are we resting in him in whom, when 
God gave him to us as our Saviour, he 
freely gave us all things? 


“The Lord Is My Shepherd” 


The Psalm of Victorious. Life 


AVE you ever read the Twenty- 

third Psalm? You quickly answer, 

with gladness, and with some sur- 
prise that the question should be asked: 
“Why, I know the Twenty-third Psalm 
by heart.” 

There are those who have been able 
to recite the Twenty-third Psalm since 
they were three years old, yet have 
never really read it. They know the 
words of the Psalm, but they do not 
know it “by heart.” 

The Twenty-third Psalm is the best 
known chapter in the Bible—and the 
least understood. It is the best loved 
chapter of the Bible —and the least be- 
lieved. 

A dear Christian mother, a sweet-faced 
woman of about sixty, came to the writer 
at the close of a meeting, and with trou- 
bled face and voice, cried: “Oh, that 
life of victory! That is what I need. 
If I could only have that joy and peace 
in my heart.” She then poured out her 
story of the troubles in the home, be- 
cause of the unworthy conduct of the 





This is the first of three editorials by Presi- 
dent Robert C. McQuilkin of Columbia Bible 
College. They are condensed from his new 
booklet, “The Lord Is My Shepherd,” which 
may be ordered from Columbia Bible College, 
Columbia, S. C., at 25 cents a copy. 


man who had married her beautiful 
Christian daughter. 

“Have you ever read the Thirty-sev- 
enth Psalm?” I asked. 

Her face lighted up: “That is my fav- 
orite Psalm. I know it by heart.” 

“What is the first word of the Thirty- 
seventh Psalm?” 

I expected her to say, “Fret not.” She 
answered accurately, “Fret.” That was 
the only part of the Thirty-seventh 
Psalm she knew by heart. She was 
fretting much of the time. She repeated 
the first sentence of the Psalm: “Fret 
not thyself because of evildoers.” I 
asked her who was fretting her: she said 
it was this young man, and proceeded 
to tell other things about the troubles 
in the home. After repeating the open- 
ing words of the Thirty-seventh Psalm 
several times, the meaning of the words, 
“Fret not thyself,” finally dawned upon 
her. 

“Oh,” she cried, “you mean that I’m 
the one that’s doing it, and all the time 
I thought it was that man.” 

Others may be the occasion of our 
worry, but none can fret us except our- 
selves. I was not sure that this dear 
Christian really learned the Thirty-sev- 
enth Psalm by heart on that day. But 
years afterward I was telling the story 
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in a meeting hundreds of miles removed 
from this Christian’s home. A friend of 
hers from the same city was present and 
told me the good news that her friend 
had learned that day the secret of the 
peace that passeth understanding. More- 
over, the son-in-law became an earnest, 
useful Christian, and the home was a 
happy home. 

But what has this beautiful working 
of God in the life of that Christian to 
do with the Twenty-third Psalm? It 
is an illustration of the fact that it is 
possible to know the words of the Twen- 
ty-third Psalm, and yet not believe them. 
For to believe the Twenty-third Psalm 
is to live a life of victory, a life of joy 
and peace, a life triumphant in praver, 
in Bible study, in service. 

This Shepherd Psalm is the real 
“Psalm of life.” The Twenty-second 
Psalm, with its opening cry, “My God, 
my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 
has been called the Psalm of “the Good 
Shepherd,” who lays down his life for 
the sheep (John: 10:11). The Twenty- 
fourth Psalm, with its triumphant, “Lift 
up your heads, O ye gates ... and the 
King of glory shall come in,” has been 
called the Psalm of “the Chief Shep- 
herd,” who ascended in triumph and who 
is coming again in glory (1 Pet. 5:4). 
The Twenty-third Psalm is the Psalm of 
present resurrection life, and has been 
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called the Psalm of “the Great Shep- 
herd”: “Now the God of peace; that 
brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the everlasting‘ 
covenant, make you perfect in every 
good work to do his will, working in 
you that which is wellpleasing in his 
sight, through Jesus Christ” (Heb. 13: 
20, 21). The Twenty-third Psalm has 
beer. called the valley between two 
mountains, .Mount Calvary on one side, 
and Mount Olivet on the other. 

Let us read the Psalm together, and 
enter into its secret. 

“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not 
want.” I shall not want what? The 
answer is found in Psalm 34:7, “They 
that seek the Lord shall not want any 
good.” Because the Lord is my Shep- 
herd (whatever the rich meaning of that 
may be), I shall not lack any good. The 
other five verses of this Psalm give a 
description, in terms of the Oriental 
shepherd and his sheep, of what the go 
things are that men need. : 

II. WHAT THE SHEPHERD DOES 

Let us keep’ in mind this figurative 
language as we read through Psalm 
Twenty-three, first considering verses 
two to six, then returning to the open- 
ing statement, “The Lord is my shep- 

(Continued on page 613) 
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Did Christ Promise to Come 
. . . . s . . 
in His Disciples’ Lifetime ? 

Did the Lord teach and lead his dis- 
ciples and others to believe in his very 
early return, within the lifetime of some 
of those who heard his voice? I think 
that he did, and have been unable to 
reach any other conclusion. And if he 
did, what then? If he could have been 
mistaken, what then? I am thoroughly 
convinced that there is no other name 
under Heaven given among men whereby 
we can be saved, so you see the vital 
importance of the question that troubles 
me and that I cannot solve. Perhaps you 
can help me.—A Florida reader. 


In reply to the Editor’s request that 
this reader mention any Bible passages 
that seem to him to show that our Lord 
taught and led his disciples and others 
to believe in his early return, the 
Florida reader sends, among others, the 
following: 


“And he said unto them, Verily I say 
unto you, That there be some of them 
that stand here, which shall not taste 
of death, till they have seen the kingdom 
of God come with power” (Mark 9:1). 


“Verily I say unto you, that this gen- 
eration shall not pass, till all these things 
be done” (Mark 13:30). 

(To the high-priest the Lord said:) 

“I am: and ye shall see the Son of man 
sitting on the right hand of power, and 
coming in the clouds of heaven” (Mark 
14:62). 

“These twelve Jesus sent forth, and 
commanded them, saying, ... And as ye 
go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven 
is at hand. ... Ye shall not have gone 
over the cities of Israel, till the Son of 
man be come” (Matt. 10:5, 7, 23). 


“So likewise ye, when ye shall see all 
these things, know that it is near, even 


at the doors. Verily I sdy unto you, This 

generation shall not pass, till all these 

things be fulfilled” (Matt. 24:33, 34). 

The first two of these Scripture pas- 
sages, Mark 9:1 and 13:30, were fully 
discussed in this department in THE Sun- 
DAY ScHoot Times of October 2, 1937, 
and the article was included in the book 
by the Editor, Charles G. Trumbull, 
“Prophecy’s Light on Today” (Fleming 
H. Revell Company, New York, $1.50). 
For those who did not see the earlier 
article it is repeated here (the parallel 
passage to Mark 9:1, or Matthew 16:23, 
was explained): 


Our Lord said to his disciples: “For 
the Son of man shall come in the glory 
of his Father with his angels; and then 
he shall reward every man according 
to his works.” Then the Lord continued 
with the statement that has troubled 
this reader and other Christians: “Verily 
I say unto you, There be some standing 
nere, which shall not taste of death, till 
they see the Son of man coming in his 
kingdcin” (Matt. 16:28). 

Yet the meaning of our Lord’s words 
is plain from other Scriptures, and has 
long been recognized by students of the 
Word. Two passages explain what the 
Lord meant when he predicted — and 
Christ could not lie — that some of those 
to whom he was speaking should, before 
they died, “see the Son of man coming 
in his kingdom.” The first explanatory 
passage immediately follows that verse; 
the second is an inspired Letter writ- 
ten by one of the disciples to whom the 
Lord was speaking. 


” 
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There were no chapter or verse divi- 
sions in the original manuscripts of the 
New Testament, these having been made 
later for ease in reading and reference; 
therefore the closing verses of Matthew 
16 and the opening verses of chapter 
17 make a continuous narrative, with no 
chapter break or division between them.. 
So Matthew’s Gospel records, immedi- 
ately after this prediction by our Lord, 
the fulfillment of the prediction: “And 
after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, 
and Jonn his brother, and bringeth them 
up into an high mountain apart, and was 
transfigured before them: and his face 
did shine as the sun, and his raiment 
was white as the light.” There was 
Christ glorified, appearing to his dis- 
ciples in a preview, as it were, of his 
kingdom. 

The Scofield Reference Bible gives this 
illuminating comment, which expresses 
the view of sound and evangelical com- 
mentators generally: “The transfigura- 
tion scene contains, in miniature, all the 
elements of the future kingdom in mani- 
festation: -(1) The Lord, not in humilia- 
tion, but in glory (v. 2). (2) Moses, 
glorified, representative of the redeemed 
who have passed through death into the 
kingdom (Matt. 13:43; cf. Luke 9:30, 31). 
(3) Elijah, glorified, representative of 
the redeemed who have entered the 
kingdom by translation (1 Cor. 15:50- 
53; 1 Thess. 4:14-17). (4) Peter, James, 
and John, not glorified, representatives 
(for the moment). of Israel in the flesh 
in the future kingdom (Ezek. 37:21-27). 
(5) The multitude at the foot of the 
mountain (v. 14), representative of the 
nations who are to be brought into the 
kingdom after it is established over Is- 
rael (Isa. 11:10-12, etc.).” 

That this interpretation is not merely 
a fallible human opinion is seen from 
what Peter himself wrote by inspiration 
more than thirty years later. Peter was 
one of the three speciajly privileged dis- 
ciples to witness this great sight of “the 
Son of man coming in his kingdom,” and 
he has much to say in his two Epistles 
about the second coming of Christ. His 
inspired interpretation of our Lord’s 
transfiguration on the mount is this: 
“For we have not followed cunningly 
devised fables, when we made known 
unto you the power and coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses 
of his majesty. For he received from 
God the Father honour and glory, when 
there came such a voice to him from 
the excellent glory, This is my beloved 
Son in whom I am well pleased. And 
this voice which came from heaven 
we heard, when we were with him in 
the holy mount.” 

Peter, then, knew what “the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” is 
to be, for he was one of the three chosen 
“eyewitnesses of his majesty.” 

The passage in Mark 13:30 that has 
puzzled this reader is part of the great 
Olivet Discourse of our Lord, in which 
he answered his disciples’ question about 
the end of the age and his second com- 
ing. He described in detail many star- 
tling events that would characterize the 
end of the age and herald his return, 
and then he said: “Verily I say unto 
you, that this generation shall not pass, 
till all these things be done.” 

(Continued on page 615) 
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Sunday School Lessons That Lead the World 


T HERE is only one course of Sunday school lessons of which 
it may be said that they are universally used. These are the 
International Uniform Lessons, Improved Series. There are a 
few other courses, some of them good, but of restricted use and 
usefulness. Such courses have come and gone through the years; 
the International Uniform go on steadily, successfully, with great 
improvement over their earlier years, and meet the practical 
needs of the vast majority of Sunday schools as no other course 
has ever done. 


No Lack in Continuity 


The criticism is sometimes heard that the International Lessons 
are a “hop, skip, and jump” series, lacking in continuity and 
comprehensiveness, This criticism belongs to the “horse and 
buggy days,” and those who make it are not up-to-date; they 
have not kept intelligently informed about the Improved Inter- 
national Uniform Lessons. 

For example, the Fourth Quarter this year devotes three solid 
months to the study of the Ten Commandments in the light 
of the teachings of Christ and the New Testament Epistles. 


Here is a rare opportunity for a study sorely needed today. Some 
of the rich help to be given by THE SuNpbAy ScHOoL TIMES — 
and nowhere else — is described on this page. 

The First Quarter of 1939 is devoted to the Life and Work 
of Peter — another instance of the continuity and comprehen- 
siveness of these Uniform Lessons. 

The Second Quarter of 1939 is devoted to the Life and Letters 
of Paul — another instance of the continuity and comprehensive- 
ness of the Uniform Lessons, 


Lesson Sidelights You Won't Want to Miss 


Thus for the next nine months, beginning in October, the 
Improved International Uniform Lessons carry classes and pupils 
young and old through vital parts of Scripture with continuity 
and irresistible appeal. Can you afford to let your Sunday 
school or class miss the blessing of the study of “The Sunday 
School Lessons That Lead the World,” and of the ten every- 
week helps to their study, in addition to the extraordinary 
Sidelights described on this page, which can be found nowhere 
else than in THE SuNpDAY ScHooL TIMES? 














“Mercy Killings" 


Dr. Howard A. Kelly is 
one of the best known and 
best loved physicians and 
surgeons in the world today. 
His long professional expe- 
rience in Johns Hopkins > 
Medical School and in pri- * 
vate practice put him in the front rank of 
the world’s greatest surgeons, and he has been 
honored by the world’s learned societies. 

Dr. Kelly is a devoted Christian and 
spends lavishly of his time and strength in 
Bible study. He will write on the Sixth 
Commandment, showing the sacredness of 
human life and the sin of euthanasia or 
so-called “mercy killing.” His testimony on 
this, as a Christian physician who knows the 
sufferings of physical disease and has at- 
tended many death-beds, will be invaluable. 





Prophecy and the 
Rationalists 


The Christmas Lesson is 
from Matthew 2 and gives 
the prophecy in Micah 
quoted by the priests to 
Herod when he asked a 
“where Christ should be 
born.” Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, of Moody Bible 
Institute, has been impressed by “the silly 
paragraphs of men like Strauss, Klausner, 
and others, in which they attempt to €scape 
the power of Micah’s prophecy” in giving 
Bethlehem as the place of Christ’s birth. It 
is significant that in most modern books 
attacking the veracity of the Scriptures the 
authors wisely refrain from making any ref- 
erence to this prophecy! Dr. Smith will 
write on “The prophecy that gives the most 
trouble to rationalists.” 





Shrine Worship and the Second 
Commandment 


Missionaries and other Christians in Korea 
are being commanded by the Japanese Gov- 
ernment to make obeisance at the State 
Shinto Shrines. Some are obeying the gov- 
ernmental command. Others are refusing to 
do so, suffering persecution, imprisonment, 
even torture rather than bow at the Shrines. 
A prominent American missionary president 
of a mission college was obliged to resign, 
and eventually to leave the country, because 
he would not compromise. What is a true 


Christian’s duty? The Shrine worship crisis 
is growing steadily more acute, and is a 
present-day question of obeying or disobey- 
ing the Second Commandment. The whole 
situation will be set forth, and the latest 
facts from the mission field will be assembled, 
in an article that should make this lesson of 
thrilling interest to Sunday schools through- 
out the world. 


How Are Christians 
“Not Under the 
Law"? 


The Ten Commandments 
are the Law of God, given 
by Moses to Israel. The 
New Testament tells us that 
Christians in this present age of grace are 
“not under the law, but under grace.” Is it 
unnecessary, then, for Christians to keep the 
Ten Commandments? If Christians should 
keep the Commandments, how may we know 
this from God’s Word? “Not under the law” 
certainly does not mean lawlessness. Here 
is a subject of vast importance for the mil- 
lions of Sunday school workers who will be 
studying the Fourth Quarter’s lessons in the 
Ten Commandments. A Christian business 
man who has done valuable work in Bible 
study, J. F. Strombeck, will write this im- 
portant article, 





The Increasing 
Menace of 
Moral Sins 


Prophecy is being fulfilled 
before our eyes in the open 
flaunting of the Seventh 
Commandment. Mceral sins 
are not only swiftly increasing and tolerated, 
they are openly defended by men and women 
in the highest walks of life: jurists and 
teachers in high school, college, and univer- 
sity. A “co-ed” writes in a widely circulated 
magazine of high literary pretensions defend- 
ing the sin of unchastity, and says: “We are 
as interested in moral values as the next 
person, perhaps a little more.” President 
McQuilkin, of Columbia Bible College, will 
write on this vital question in relation to 
young people. God can and does deliver 
young people from this sin and keeps them 
clean and righteous, in spite of the fact that 
they have to live in the midst of “them that 








walk after the flesh in the lust of unclean- 
ness, and despise government. . . . While 
they promise them liberty, they themselves 
are the servants of corruption” (2 Pet. 2). 


Today's Problem 
of Children 
and Parents 


Much of the world seems 
to think we have outgrown 
the old-fashioned command- 
ment, “Honour thy father 
and thy mother.” To read magazines and 
books one might well suppose that parents 
have much more to learn from children 
today than children have from parents. 
Are we in “the last days,” when children 
will be “disobedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy, without natural affection”? Many 
a Christian parent has solved the parents- 
and-children problem successfully and 
Scripturally today, and one of these is Mrs. 
Carl R. Gray, wife of the former President 
of the Union Pacific Railroad. Mrs. Gray was 
chosen by the Golden Rule Foundation as 
“The American Mother of 1937,” and as a 
mother and grandmother she knows the 
difficulty and the blessings of maintaining a 
truly Christian home. She will tell of some 
practical helps to the solution of the problem. 


The Sabbath 
and the 
Christian 
Is the Sabbath of the Ten 


Commandments and of the 
Old Testament Law to be 
observed by Christians to- 
day in this age of grace? The Sabbath was 
the seventh day of the week; the Lord’s 
day is the first. Are there any other differ- 
ences between the Sabbath and the Lord’s 
day? It is of great importance that we 
understand clearly what God’s Word tells us 
concerning these two days and their observ- 
ance. Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer, President of 
Dallas Theological Seminary, whose studies 
of the Dispensations and of Grace have en- 
riched our Christian literature, will help to 
answer these questions in the light of Scrip- 
ture, and will show the precious character of 
the Lord’s day. Many can get a new and 
rewarding understanding of their relation to 
the Fourth Commandment from this unusual 
article. 











Would You Get the Best Sort of “Flying Start’ in Your Sunday School Work This Autumn and Winter? 








Can you do better than to make sure that you and every teacher 
and worker in your school have the extraordinary every-week lesson 
articles and also the unique “sidelights”’ on The Sunday School 
Lessons That Lead the World? For those not now taking the Times 
a Ten Weeks Get Acquainted subscription, at 25 cents, will bring 
most of the special articles mentioned on this page and all the regu- 





lar lesson helps, week by week. Better still, $1 will bring you a 
24-weeks trial subscription, including all these special articles and a 
great deal more. Best of all is an annual subscription, which can be 
secured for any club of five members at a large saving in the single 
subscription price—see page 616. Subscriptions should be sent to THE 
Sunpay Scuoot Times Company, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia. 
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Is This ‘ Time to Call a Truce with Mederein? 


Can the true Christian ignore differences and 
“let the rest take care of itself ? 


By James R. Graham, Jr. 














of Christ all over the world fawn 

about the “teachings of Jesus,” and 
yet, like their infamous prototype, be- 
tray the only begotten Son of God with 
a kiss. 

Satan, knowing that his time is short, 
is going around like a roaring lion. In 
schools, colleges, the press, current lit- 
erature, and moving pictures he is hack- 
ing away all the bases of authority and 
covering the world with a tidal wave of 
lawlessness. Instead of bearing a wit- 
ness to God’s truth in the midst of this 
roaring current, organized Christianity 
has joined in the rush to destruction, 
— indeed, is one of the main instrumen- 
talities in carrying forth Satan’s pro- 
gram. In most of the larger old-line 
denominations the governing machin- 
ery has prostituted the words and works 
of the Son of God to an alliance with 
the hell-begotten doctrines of Karl Marx 
under the leadership of such arch-de- 
ceivers as E. Stanley Jones, Sherwood 
Eddy, Toyohiko Kagawa, and others. 
Derelict under-shepherds of Christ, yes, 
craven soldiers of the King of kings, 
would we be if we heeded the hush-talk. 


Blind Watchmen 


Isaiah with trenchant phraseology de- 
clares: “His watchmen are blind: they 
are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, 
they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, 
loving to slumber .. . they all look to 
their own way, every one for his gain, 
from his quarter.” Many present-day 
ecclesiastical leaders of Christendom 
could not be more accurately described. 
They are selfish and greedy in spite of 
their much-vaunted interest in the poor, 
the under-privileged, and the oppressed. 
Some know it and some do not, but much 
of the Modernistic movement is the hand- 
maid of a Christ-hating, soul-destroying 
Communism. Nine-tenths of the social- 
istic patter palmed off in the name of 
“Jesus” is the sheerest talk and window- 
dressing; and it is only in the rarest 
cases that one finds in the Modernistic 
school anyone who makes an honest at- 
tempt to alleviate the sufferings of the 
poor at the cost of personal self-sacrifice. 
We are reminded of the story in John 
12:3-8, in which the ardent devotion of 
Mary of Bethany to Christ was dis- 
played by her anointing of the Lord 
with the costly ointment of spikenard. We 
note that it was Judas Iscariot in 
this connection who waxed “socially 
minded,” and deplored the “waste,” and 
urged that the ointment should have 
been sold and the money given to the 
poor. Then comes the significant obser- 
vation, “Not that he cared for the poor; 
but because he was a thief.” The poor 
would have fared better at the hands of 
the Christ-adoring Fundamentalist, Mary 
of Bethany, than at the hands of the 
Modernist Judas Iscariot. 

- “The children of this world are in 


Hoc of masquerading preachers 


Nehemiah was a man of energy, 
courage, wisdom, engineering skill, 
and some wealth, and he devoted all 
to the work of rebuilding the wall 
of Jerusalem. Sanballat and Tobiah 
tried to divert him from this all- 
important task, but he would not be 
turned from it. When his friends 
were alarmed and suggested he hide 
in the temple, he replied, “Should 
such a man as I flee?” Shortly after, 
in his inspired account, we have 
these significant words, “So the wall 
was finished.” How much lay behind 
those few words! ‘We are not called 
to build a literal stone wall, but we 
are commissioned by the Lord Jesus 
Christ to call out a people for his 
name, who shall be added as “lively 
stones” to “that spiritual house,” his 
living and blood-bought Church. 

This is the second and concluding 
installment of Mr. Graham’s article 
answering the question, “Shall We 
Contend for the Faith?” With un- 
usual clearness, striking illustrations, 
and convincing logic he sets forth 
our duty as Christian witnesses in a 
time when bulwarks are crumbling 
before a tidal wave of unbelief. 








their generation wiser than the children 
of light,” said the Saviour. In this, as 
in all else, he spoke truly. The argu- 
ments freely and widely employed in 
religious circles against contending for 
the faith, against Fundamentalism and 
Fundamentalists, and against their in- 
sistence upon clean-cut separation from 
unbelief are so specious and illogical that 
the children of this world would repudi- 
ate as ridiculous the same arguments in 
ordinary human relationships. 


What Would.a Surgeon Do? 


They tell us, for example, not to be 
unkind but to go ahead and work with 
those who may disagree with us in doc- 
trinal matters. I was urged once by a 
surgeon to make common cause in spir- 
itual work with a man who denied the 
greatest verities of the faith. Later on, 
when my surgeon friend was a little off 
guard, I supposed a hypothetical case 
in which he as a surgeon was performing 
an operation, with another as his assist- 
ant. His assistant comes into the oper- 
ating room late, after the surgeon has 
already made the incision in the abdo- 
men of the patient. The assistant throws 
aside his coat but fails to put on gown, 
cap, or mask, or to wash his hands or don 
the rubber gloves, and proceeds to thrust 
his fingers into the incision. I asked the 
surgeon what he would do under such 
a condition. He replied, “I might not 
kill him, but I probably would.” 

“But,” I said, “suppose one of the nurses 
should remind you that he was a nice 
man, paid his debts, was good to his 
wife, children, and neighbors.” 


“What would that have to do with it?” 
he shouted. 

“Exactly nothing,” I replied. “Neither 
would the fact that So-and-so, who de- 
nies the virgin birth of Christ, is a genial 
person, have anything to do with making 
me co-operate with him in a clinic of 
immortal souls, as you were urging the 
other day.” I do not recall any reply 
that the surgeon was able to make. 

I am also constrained to wonder how 
far the tolerance of these fellows would 
stretch if some one impugned the virtue 
of their own wives, mothers, sisters, or 
daughters. Yet they are callous to the 
insinuation that God’s Son was of ille- 
gitimate birth. 


Can We Build without Digging? 

Again, they say: “Let us be con- 
structive and not destructive in our 
teaching. Just go ahead and preach a 
positive Gospel, and the rest will take 
care of itself.” Try that on your archi- 
tect, gardener, or dentist. Get the 
architect to build a house without clear- 


-ing ground, blasting stumps, or digging 


a foundation. Tell the truck gardener 
to plant his seeds without pulling up 
weeds, plowing, or harrowing his plot. 
Persuade your dentist to fill your tooth 
without first using the drill to cut away 
the decay. They will all be sure you 
are a fit subject for the insane asylum. 
In a day when Satan is filling the minds 
of people with his lies through every 
port of entry, it is just as necessary that 
the teacher and preacher of God’s truth 
be skilled in scraping away these en- 
crustations and _ vindicating divine 
authority if a positive message is to take 
hold.- 

Finally, they say: “I am tired of 
fighting. I am a conservative in the- 
ology, but I don’t care to be a Funda- 
mentalist. “They are too contentious. 
They fight all the time and against 
everybody, including themselves. I re- 
pudiate the name Fundamentalist.” This 
is the most common protest of all. On 
the surface it has more semblance of 
plausibility, but if examined it is found 
to. be as empty as all the rest. “Oh, 
you are tired of fighting, are you? Well, 
so were the boys on the Western Front 
in °18 (and they had really been doing 
some fighting); but they had to carry 
on or be quitters and deserters. And 
you prefer not to be known as a Funda- 
mentalist because you ‘don’t approve’ of 
some of the things the Fundamentalists 
do? I suppose you are willing to be 
called a Christian; do you approve of 
everything that all who call themselves 
Christians do? I believe you are an 
alumnus of such-and-such a college; do 
you approve of everything the alumni 
of that college do? You say you don’t? 
Will you therefore repudiate your alma 
mater? 

“If you won’t be known as a Funda- 
mentalist, a man who stands unshakably 
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on the foundations of God’s Word, I 
doubt whether you are really a conserv- 
ative in theology. I admit that Fun- 
damentalists are controversial, and that 
some are even contentious and a little 
fractious. They are set for the defense 
of the Gospel in a flabby and superficial 
age; to do so stamps them as men of 
conviction and determination, and these 
very characteristics tend to make them 
as rigid in matters of interpretation 
among themselves as they are in matters 
of doctrine toward unbelievers. We 
deplore the fact that spiritual fellow- 
ship is often disrupted over disagree- 
ments in interpretations and practices 
among brethren, we deplore also the 
human frailties that we possess in com- 
mon with all others who still have within 
them the nature of Adam, and we freely 
admit that we have this treasure in 
earthen vessels. But there are at least 
two other classes as cantankerous as 
Fundamentalists. They are _ scientists 
and politicians. Do you doubt elemental 
truth in science and government because 
these classes are perpetually at logger- 
heads with one another? Jacob the 
Fundamentalist, who attached deep sig- 
nificance to God’s Word and promises, 
had more manifest human faults than 
Esau the Modernist, who cared nothing 
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about God’s Word and spurned his spir- 
itual birthright; but Jacob became Is- 
rael, a prince with God; and Esau be- 
came at heart a murderer. The divine 
verdict concerning the two was, ‘Jacob 
have I loved, but Esau have I hated.’” 

The Lord Jesus Christ needs, at this 
midnight hour before his Coming, men 
and women filled with his Holy Spirit 
and with a burning devotion to him and 
his interests in the world. We need, 
not only a large capacity of love for 
him, but an equally large capacity to 
hate what is not “of him, through him, 
and to him.” Note the commendation 
of the risen Christ: “I know thy works, 
and thy labour, and thy patience, and 
how thou canst not bear them which 
are evil: and thou hast tried them which 
say they are apostles, and are not, and 
hast found them liars” (Rev. 2:2). Later 
in verse 6 we read: “But this thou hast, 
that thou hatest the deeds of the Nico- 
laitans, which I also hate.” What? 
Christ himself actually commends intol- 
erance toward false apostles and hatred 
toward ecclesiastical tyrants (Nico- 
laitans)? There it is; we may read it 
for ourselves. Let us by his power put 
on his whole armor and, having done all, 
let us stand ! 


Stony Brook, N. Y. 








it is sorely needed 








150,000 Gospels for College Students 


An aggressive witness for Christ where 


By Carl F. H. Henry 














One of the many good things to be found at Wheaton College is the Scripture Distribu- 


tion Society. 


Peter Stam, Jr., a former member of 


Sunday School Times staff 


and now Executive Director of the Conservatory of Music of Wheaton College, is the 

faculty advisor for the Society. Carl Henry, who describes this soul-winning work, is a 

student at the college and a suburban reporter for the Chicago Tribune. It is a 

movement that deserves the enthusiastic support of all Christians. All who would 

like to have a share in it may send gifts to the Scripture Distribution Society, 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill. 


Christ in universities and cblleges 

of America, in a concentrated ef- 
fort to reach the million students who 
are leaders of tomorrow, Wheaton Col- 
lege’s Scripture Distribution Society this 
fall plans to triple its evangelization pro- 
gram. 

Encouraged by a survey made after 
the Gospel of John had been distributed 
to the 10,000 students of the University 
of Wisconsin, the student movement is 
mapping new plans to place 150,000 more 
of the attractive booklets, “His Triumph,” 
on the campuses of America. (“His 
Triumph” is the title given to this spe- 
cial edition of John’s Gospel.) This 
literature will be read in college study 
rooms in many states. 

Over forty-one per cent read the dis- 
tributed Gospel story upon receipt, ac- 
cording to the research survey taken by 
the Christian Fellowship on the Wiscon- 
sin campus. Others reserved the book- 
lets for unhurried reading. One-fifth of 
the readers were impressed favorably 
and influenced to think seriously on 
redemption in Christ. Interest in further 
Bible reading was expressed by over 
twelve per cent, while half that num- 


I AUNCHING a new testimony for 


ber declared their belief in Christ had 
been strengthened. 
The Scripture Distribution Society was 


organized seven years ago, when Carl 


E. Anderson, then a Wheaton senior, de- 
cided to pass out Gospels at football field 
entrances as fans passed to and from the 
stands. Within eight weeks it had 
reached many thousands, but its work 
was not exclusively among students. 
Since then it has captured the vision of 
the undergraduate world with its wealth 
of talent, ambition, and possibility. More 
than 500,000 copies of “His Triumph” 
have been sent to students. Entire cam- 
puses, including most of the largest from 
east to west, have been supplied. 
Typical of the letters accompanying 
the distributed Gospels is that written 
by the University of Chicago unit of the 
Christian Youth League, as follows: 
Dear Fellow Student: 


President Hutchins of our university has 
said that the most characteristic feature 
of the modern world is bewilderment. In- 
deed, from social standards to the very 
nature of the universe itself, we find noth- 
ing absolute — everything is relative. 

In the face of this, it may seem strange 
to you that we are convinced there is 
absolute truth. This we have found in 
God’s revelation of his Son. 


In one of the enclosed booklets you will 
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find the record of this revelation. In the 

other, an account of its application to the 

life of a university student. 

The second booklet referred to in the 
above letter is one of the two major 
achievements of the Wheaton student 
movement during recent months under 
the presidency of Theodore Benson. “14 
Prominent Collegians Look at Life” is 
the title of a booklet containing personal 
testimonies to faith in Christ, which is 
now in its third edition. Requests have 
come from colleges desiring to place the 
booklet in the hands of the entire stu- 
dent body. Among these testimonials is 
that of Elroy Robinson, formerly of 
Fresno State Teachers’ College in Cali- 
fornia, and holder of three world records 
in distance running, who wrote: 

By believing that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God and that he shed his blood 
as a covering for my sin, he becomes my 
Saviour unto life eternal. . . . He is the 
only hope for the thousands of the pur- 
poseless and aimlessly wandering souls, 


who are in so many ways dominated by 
Satan. 


I find running very interesting and en- 
gaging, but must admit that I only use 
it as a means to an end... . I strive to 
use 1 Timothy 4:8 and Psalm 147:10, 11 as 
a governor on my athletics and remember 
that there are more worthwhile activities 
in life. 

Equally direct testimony to the re- 
demption that is in Christ Jesus is given 
by such prominent collegians and grad- 
uates as James Forrester of Queen’s Col- 
lege, Kingston, Ont.; Flourney Shepper- 
son, Jr., Hampden-Sydney; James Grier 
Miller, Harvard; Yvonne Kathleen 
Ritchie, University College, Toronto, 
Ont.; William Ragsdale Cannon, Jr., Uni- 
versity of Georgia; John A. Thompson, 
Princeton; John H. Glasser, Johns Hop- 
kins; William Young, Columbia; Arthur F, 
Glasser, Cornell; William Rule, 3rd, Da- 
vidson College and University of Penn- 
sylvania; Keith Butters, University of 
Chicago; Marjorie Dennison Fincke, Vas- 
sar; and Francis W. Hensley, Yale Uni- 
versity. Five of these are Phi Beta 
Kappa winners. 

Among Scripture Distribution Society 
literature is the striking cartoon, on the 
next page, by Vaughn R. Shoemaker, 
staff cartoonist for the Chicago Daily 
News. Mr. Shoemaker, who is a Chris- 
tian friend of the college movement, has 
dedicated the drawing to college students 
everywhere. 

The second advance during the past 
year was the first intercollegiate confer- 
ence of Christian students sponsored on 
the Wheaton campus by the Scripture 
Distribution Society and the local chap- 
ter of the League of Evangelical Stu- 
dents. Some of the visitors drove 150 
miles to the meeting. 

As evidence that the 1938 college stu- 
dent does not possess the same scorn 
for religion common a decade ago, before 
the economic crisis, the Wheaton unit 
points to a recent broadcast of the Na- 
tional Student Federation of America, in 
which an undergraduate at Columbia 
University declared: “Recent events 
have shown students that man con- 
fronted with his own sin, that is, his 
egotism and his greed, is as helpless 
now as he ever was. He cannot pull 
himself up by his own bootstraps. Stu- 
dents are recognizing man’s insufficiency 
and are realizing that whatever philos- 
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ophy or program of action they adopt, 
God must be central, if they are to be 
effective.” 

This “return to religion” presents the 
Scripture Distribution Society with the 
full challenge of the college world, since 
those who are not effectively reached 
with the Gospel of Christ wiil turn to 
the “isms.” To meet this need, the move- 
ment has already circulated Gospels dur- 
ing the last few years to entire student 
bodies at Harvard, Princeton, Yale, 
Brown, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Pennsylvania, California, and other large 
institutions. There is no college of any 
great number in the United States to 
which some booklets have not gone. The 
challenge remains a perpetual one, since 
the personnel of the institutions under- 
goes a complete change every four years. 

Student vclunteers on the Wheaton 
campus have directed and promoted the 
organization’s work, endeavoring at the 
same time to enlist the co-operation of 
sympathetic Christian groups throughout 
the country, in order to acquire favorable 
access to the various student bodies. 
No salaries are paid. Students have 
sacrificed time, talent, and funds to 
further Gospel distribution. A plea for 
funds made last fall, when opportu- 
nity to reach a Midwest campus was 
suddenly presented, resulted in $400 in 
contributions. Wheaton summer school 
students recently gave $100. Through 


Student — How 


Dedicated to students everywhere by Vaughn R. Shoemaker, of the Chicago Daily News 
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voluntary offerings, the student body 
gave over $1,000 last year to Scripture 
Distribution Society work. 

Letters are frequently received assuring 
leaders of the intercession of Christians 
in many parts of the nation, or enclosing 
gifts in response to the statement that 
$1 will reach 65 students, $5 will reach 
325 students, and $10 will reach 650. 
Whenever requests mention names of 
friends or relatives in colleges or uni- 
versities, the organization has carried on 
the ministry of Gospel distribution, up- 
holding its work by constant prayer. 

WHEATON, ILL. 

od 


No Sorrow There 
By a Wayside Witness 


HE little country church had crum- 

bled to ashes under the blaze of a 
vengeful incendiary. A faithful few, un- 
able to rebuild, still met for prayer, 
praise, and testimony in a near-by 
schoolhouse. A devout father from an- 
other fold one Sunday took his little 
son with him to the schoolhouse meet- 
ing. The child received one indelible 
impression, all other impressions of the 
day passing out of memory with the 
years. The hymn itself was forgotten, 
but the refrain still remains vivid after 
three quarters‘of a century have passed: 


Wise Are You ? 


Both are E; are you gone? 


“For what is a man profited, if he shall 
gain the whole world, end lose his own 





soul, or what shall a man give in exchange 
for bis soul?”—Saint Matthew, the Publican 


— 
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In heaven above, 
Where all is love, 
There'll be no sorrow there. 

Joys and sorrows came thick and fast 
in a strange intermingling, the sorrows 
so prevailing at the age of sixteen that 
the tempter whispered: “What is life 
to you? what does it hold for you? Put 
an end to it.” Mercifully a light broke 
through the clouds and a new song 
thrilled the heart of the stricken one: 

When trouble like a gloomy cloud 

Has gathered thick and thundered loud, 

He near my soul has always stood, 

His lovingkindness, oh, how good ! 

Thus the sorrows from within were 
assuaged, but sorrows from without mul- 
tiplied. Friends misunderstood. Par- 
ents opposed their son’s consecration to 
a work to which he felt divinely led, as 
impractical, foolish, and dangerous. Why 
should he oppose his will to parents 
whom he esteemed better than himself? 
But the urge would not be silenced and 
he made the venture. Then the father 
of lies found diligent tools in men and 
women who loved the lie, and made it so 
plausible that bosom friends of lifelong 


dependence became as aliens. Little’ 


children were taught to mock him on the 
street. Men and women looked dark and 
dangerous. Plot after plot was turned 
upside down as by an unseen hand. 
Physical illness, mental depression, and 
financial difficulties were ever a menace 
from year to year. But the provision for 
immediate needs was always in the nick 
of time. The stricken one never suffered 
from want of food, shelter, or comfort- 
able clothing. Yet there was no one to 
understand but God alone, and as the 
sufferer drew near and still nearer to 
Him, sorrow, still poignant, gradually 
gave place to song, so that life held more 
song than sorrow. 

Passing by a palatial modern residence 
one day on his way home to his anti- 
quated cottage, the question arose, “Why 
does that man of the world prosper while 
I am always near the verge of want?” 
A still, small voice to stop that murmur 
quickly replied, “I have chosen thee in 
the furnace of affliction.” Then his heart 
leaped for joy in being able to say, 
“Christ is indeed my all in all.” 

“O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God ! how un- 
searchable are his judgments, and his 
ways past. finding out!” (Rom. 11:33.) 
Friends multiply; new pathways open 
beside still waters; glad surprises attend 
almost every footstep. The narrow way 
becomes the delightful way in the com- 
panionship of the Lord Jesus — the only 
way that opens up the widest view, the 
circle and sweep of the universe. The 
more we give ourselves to God, the more 
we possess ourselves and him, and all 
that was-and is and is to be. 

The storm’s fright gives place to the 
rainbow’s thrill of joy. Yet should sor- 
rows again deepen, as they do while de- 
struction is tearing the nations to pieces 
and sin is no longer a terrible warning 
and righteousness is a byword of the 
multitude, our sorrows turn back to 
Gethsemane, and we pray for new 
strength to watch with him who there 
bore alone our sorrows, till the new day 
dawn. 


Life at fourscore years was never so 
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full and rich and free. Yet when sor- 
rows do come, as come they must, the 
old refrain comes ringing down from 
childhood’s hour: 

In heaven above, 


Where all is love, 
There’ll be no sorrow there. 


There with more than a fond mother’s 
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tenderness God himself shall wipe away 
all tears from our eyes. Even the tear- 
less eyes, burned dry with anguish un- 
speakable, shall be soothed from their 
suffering in the soft light of the rain- 
bows around the Throne. And while we 
tarry, “There are foretastes of heaven 
below.” 








A plan that brought back the 


indifferent absentees 








Every Girl a Class Secretary 


By Etta W. Schlichter 














HE girls of the Friendship Class 

looked at one another a little dubi- 
ously as Mrs. Lee, the teacher, asked: 
“Where are the rest of our girls this 
morning? Our average attendance has 
fallen off the whole of the past month.” 

“I stopped for Marian this morning,” 
said Doris Kane. “She sprained her 
ankle three weeks ago. I knew she 
wasn’t here last Sunday, but I didn’t 
know she’d been absent that long.” 

“T sent her a ‘We Miss You Card,’” 
said the secretary, Helen Frame. 

“Has anyone been to see her?” asked 
Mrs. Lee. The girls shook their heads. 

“This is the first we knew of it,” said 
Doris. 

“Laura James has been absent five 
Sundays,” said Helen, consulting her 
book. 

“I heard she had grippe,” said Florence 
Daly. “I meant to go see her, but— 
well—I just didn’t. I’ve been awfully 
busy. But I didn’t know she had been 
away so long.” 

“Laura has had pneumonia,” said Mrs. 
Lee gravely. “I’ve had sickness in my 
own home the past month” (the girls 
nodded understandingly), “so I didn’t go 
to see her till a few days ago. I did 
not know how very ill she had been. 
She’s better now. Has anyone called?” 

“We sent flowers wherf we heard she 
had grippe,” said Susie Hale, chairman 
of the flower committee, “but that was 
some time ago. I—I didn’t know she 
was still sick.” 

“Who else has been absent more than 
one Sunday, Helen?” asked Mrs. Lee. 

For answer, Helen held up the open 
book. It was beautifully kept. Helen 
wrote a bold hand. Her “a’s” for “ab- 
sent” were round and black. Several of 
them in a line looked darkly accusing. 
This month’s page was startling. 

“It doesn’t look as though we were 
the Friendship Class,” said Doris. “It 
seems a lot worse when you see it on 
the book.” 

“You ought all to be secretaries,” 
laughed Helen. 

“That wouldn’t be a bad idea,” nodded 
Doris. “If we had all those black marks 
staring at us, maybe we’d do something 
about it.” 

“Helen,” said Mrs. Lee, “won’t you 
read the names of all our absent mem- 
bers and then won’t you all try to see 
the girls and persuade them to come 
back? I’ll phone them myself, but I’m 
afraid I can’t do any calling till my sick 
folks are well. Won't you help me out?” 

Of course the girls promised. They 


divided the names right then. Would 
they remember? Mrs. Lee was anxious. 

After class, Lydia Lane stopped to 
speak to her. Rather timidly she ven- 
tured a suggestion. Lydia was a quiet 
girl, but she was always there and while 
seldom venturing a remark, her earnest 
eyes were always an inspiration to the 
teacher. Lydia was dependable, no 
doubt of that. She couldn’t be asked to 
do much visiting, though, for she was a 
typist in a downtown: office and always 
busy. 

She had a plan now to propose to Mrs. 
Lee, who, when she heard it, smiled 
cordial approval. f 

“Why, Lydia,” she said, “why haven’t 
I thought of that myself? I’m sure the 
idea is splendid.” 

Next Sunday morning, on a table by 
the classroom door, lay twenty booklets, 
one for each member of the class, her 
name neatly typed on the cover. The 
list of names of class members, with 
addresses and telephone numbers, was 
followed by ruled pages for the attend- 
ance record for the rest of the year. 

After typing the names, Lydia had 
cut the pages to an easily handled size 
and bound them with a stiff paper cover 
which she fastened with a narrow rib- 
bon, on the end of which was a tiny 
pencil. 

Helen was not to be deprived of her 
office as secretary, Lydia announced 
when Mrs. Lee asked her to explain the 
plan, because the class would need her 
permanent record; but each member was 
to, take her booklet as she came in and 
mark the record for herself, then leave 
the booklets in the table drawer after 
class so they’d not be forgotten, but keep 
the list of absentees in mind. In that 
way, each member would really be a 
secretary, and surely, seeing for herself 
when the other girls were absent, calls 
would be made and the absentees would 
know their class was in earnest in want- 
ing them to come back. 

The girls liked the idea. Every one 
of the fourteen present carefully marked 
her list. 

Laura was still absent. What was her 
bewilderment next day to have three 
visits and eleven telephone calls from 
her classmates ! 

When the girls had recalled that five 
absences for Laura were reported the 
Sunday before and they had to start her 
record in the new books with a black 
“a,” they decided something ought to 
be done about it, and in their first’ zeal 
they all did it at once. 
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Marian’s ankle was almost well again. 
Her enforced absence had lessened her 
interest a little. ~“Mrs. Lee called up,” 
she told her mother, “but I don’t know 
whether I’ll go back or not.” 

But then came phone calls from Helen 
and Florence and a primrose from the 
flower committee. And then Doris called 
on Saturday. “I'll stop for you tomor- 
row, Marian,” she said, “to go to Sun- 
day school. Daddy is going to take the 
car, so we'll not have to walk and tire 
your ankle.” 

It was astonishing how well the plan 
of each girl being secretary worked. It 
got to be almost a game to keep “a’s” 
off the record. The interest soon .ex- 
tended to bringing in new members. It 
was a good thing Lydia had left blanks 
for new names in the booklets. 

*“Tll have to make a larger size for 
next year,” she told Mrs. Lee, delighted 
with what she called the all-secretary 
plan. 

A few months later, the superintendent 
of the school called a teachers’ meeting. 
As he called the teachers in turn for 
their reports, “Mrs. Lee,” said he, “have 
you any suggestions?” 

“Yes,” said Mrs. Lee, smiling happily. 
“The Friendship Class would like one 
of the larger rooms. It has about out- 
grown its present quarters.” 


ANNVILLE, PA. 





[ Children at Home 


Tribbie Makes Something 
By Frederick Hall 


RIBBIE closed the back door softly 

behind her and walked slowly and 
thoughtfully down the driveway be- 
tween the rows of blossoming holly- 
hocks. She was not sad. She was not 
disappointed — much; but she was trou- 
bled —a little. 

You see, Tribbie’s father was the 
wisest man in the world (at least she 
thought he was), and generally she ap- 
proved perfectly everything he did, but 
this time it had been different. He had 
said no, very kindly to be sure, when 
she had been almost sure he would say 
yes. Even now she believed that he 
would have said yes had he understood, 
but sixty years ago children did not 
argue with their parents. Perhaps they 
ought not to now. 

“Peachy knows,” she said, and quick- 
ened her steps toward the barn, where 
the great doors stood wide open to the 
yellow sunlight. 

Harness and saddles hung on their 
pegs against the wall. The new hay gave 
off a delightful smell. Three or four 
silly hens scuttled out with a dreadful 
clucking, though Tribbie had done noth- 
ing to frighten them. Peachy stood 
munching oats in his stall, and Tribbie 
climbed up onto the edge of his manger. 
They were good friends. Many times 
she had helped her father harness him, 
though when it came to slipping on the 
bridle she had to get a box to stand on. 
Whenever she came into the barn, she 


(Continued on page 614) 
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LESSON 11. 








SEPTEMBER 11. 


International Uniform Lesson.—1 Samuel 10:17-25; 15:10-23; 28: 3-25; 31:1-10; printed text, 1 Samuel 
10:21-25; 15: 20-23; 31: 3-6 
Golden Text.—To obey is better than sacrifice.—1 Sam. 15 : 22c 


SAUL: MORAL FAILURE 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Kinc JAMES VERSION 
1 Samuel 10:21-25; 15:20-23; 31:3-6 

1 Sam. 10:21 When he had caused the tribe of Benjamin to 
come near by their families, the family of Matri was taken, and 
Saul the son of Kish was taken: and when they sought him, 
he could not be found. 

22 Therefore they inquired of the Lorp further, if the man 
should yet come thither. And the Lorp answered, Behold, he 
hath hid himself among the stuff. 

23 And they ran and fetched him thence: and when he stood 
among the people, he was higher than any of the people from 
his shoulders and upward. 

24 And Samuel said to all the people, See ye him whom the 
Lorp hath chosen, that there is none like him among all the 
people? And all the people shouted, and said, God save the king. 

25 Then Samuel told the people the manner of the kingdom, 
and wrote it in a book, and laid it up before the Lorp. And 
Samuel sent all the people away, every man to his house. 


15:20 And Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the 
voice of the Lorp, and have gone the way which the Lorp sent 
me, and have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly 
destroyed the Amalekites. 

21 But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief 
of the things which should have been utterly destroyed, to sac- 
rifice unto the Lorp thy God in Gilgal. 

22 And Samuel said, Hath the Lorp as great delight in burnt 
offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lorp? 
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than 
the fat of rams. 

23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness 
is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word 
of the Lorp, he hath also rejected thee from being king. 


31:3 And the battle went sore against Saul, and the archers 
hit him; and he was sore wounded of the archers. 

4 Then said Saul unto his armourbearer, Draw thy sword, and 
thrust me through therewith; lest these uncircumcised come 
and thrust me through, and abuse me. But his armourbearer 
would not; for he was sore afraid. Therefore Saul took a sword, 
and fell upon it. 

5 And when his armourbearer saw that Saul was dead, he fell 
likewise upon his sword, and died with him. 

6 So Saul died, and his three sons, and his armourbearer, and 
all his men, that same day together. 


b % 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


1 Sam. 10:21 And he brought the tribe of Benjamin near by 
their families; and the family of the Matrites was taken; and 
Saul the son of Kish was taken: but when they sought him, he 
could not be found. 22 Therefore they asked of Jehovah further, 
1Is there yet a man to come hither? And Jehovah answered, 
Behold, he hath hid himself among the baggage. 23 And they 
ran and fetched him thence; and when he stood among the 
people, he was higher than any of the people from his shoulders 
and upward. 24 And Samuel said to all the people, See ye him 
whom Jehovah hath chosen, that there is none like him among 
all the people? And all the people shouted, and said, Long 
live the king. 

25 Then Samuel told the people the manner of the kingdom, 
and wrote it in 2a book, and laid it up before Jehovah. And 
Samuel sent all the people away, every man to his house. 

15:20 And Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the voice 
of Jehovah, and have gone the way which Jehovah sent me, and 
have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and have ‘utterly de- 
stroyed the Amalekites. 21 But the people took of the spoil, 
sheep and oxen, the chief of the devoted things, to sacrifice unto 
Jehovah thy God in Gilgal. 22 And Samuel said, Hath Jehovah 
as great delight in burnt-offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying 
the voice of Jehovah? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to hearken than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is as the 
sin of * witchcraft, and stubbornness is as * idolatry and teraphim. 
Because thou hast rejected the word of Jehovah, he hath also 
rejected thee from being~ king. 


31:3 And the battle went sore against Saul, and the archers 
overtook him; and he was greatly distressed by reason of the 
archers. 4 Then said Saul to his armorbearer, Draw thy sword, 
and thrust me through therewith, lest these uncircumcised come 
and thrust me through, and “abuse me. But his armorbearer 
would not; for he was sore afraid. Therefore Saul took his 
sword, and fell upon it. 5 And when his armorbearer saw that 
Saul was dead, he likewise fell upon his sword, and died with 
him. 6 So Saul died, and his three sons, and his armorbearer, 
and all his men, that same day together. 

10Or, Is the man yet come hither? 2Or, the. *Heb., de- 

‘woted. *Heb., divination. *Or, iniquity. ®Or, make a mock 

of me. 

The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 

Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 

national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


AUL’S life, or at least his official 
S history, began well and gave prom- 

ise of a most successful and brilliant 
career, but it ended in bitter disappoint- 
ment. He has been rightly called “The 
Man after the Flesh.” As such, he pos- 
sessed many admirable traits and at the 
start he seemed to be an ideal king. 
But his goodness was like the morning 
cloud that soon passes away. It was only 
the attractiveness of nature. We would 
like to believe that when “the Lord gave 
him another heart,” it means he was 
born again. But it seems rather to im- 
ply that he was given a new outlook 
on life, with new courage and new am- 
bitions to fit him for the high office to 
which he was appointed. Apparently, 
he never knew God in the true sense, 
as Samuel did before him, and as David 
did, who succeeded him. His life should 
be a solemn warning to those who would 
make a fair show in the flesh, empha- 
sizing the importance of true repentance 
and genuine faith. 


The Historical Setting 


The people became discontented in 
Samuel’s later years, partly because of 
his own mistake in putting his sons 
into positions for which they were not 
fitted (1 Sam. 8:1-3), and partly because 
of their desire to be like the nations 
around them. Hence the demand for a 
king (v. 5). In response to this Saul 
was chosen, about 1096 B. C., and reigned 
forty years, to 1056 B. C., when he died 
a suicide. 


Verse by Verse 


1 Sam. 10:21—“Saul the son of Kish 
was taken.” Read carefully chapters 8, 
9, and 10:1-20, in order to get the events 
leading up to the coronation of Saul. He 
had been notified already that God had 
chosen him to be the first king over 
Israel. Now when the people came 
together at Mizpeh, lots were cast and 
the tribe of Benjamin was taken, then 
out of that tribe the family of Matri, 
and from them Saul the son of Kish. 
But at the moment he could not be 
found. 


Verse 22.—“He hath hid himself among 


the stuff.” ‘Whether from real or false 
modesty, it developed that he had hid- 


den himself arfiong the “stuff,” i. e., the 
camp outfit. (See 1 Sam. 15:17.) 


Verse 23.—“Higher than any of the 
people.” If size and outward appearance 
could be counted as indicative of suit- 
ability for royal position, nature had 
been most lavish with this young farmer. 
He was one to be noticed because of his 
height and prowess. 


Verse 24.—“God save the king.” When 
Samuel presented him to the people as 
the one chosen of God to rule over them, 
their enthusiasm knew no bounds. The 
expression quoted, so often used since, 
really means, “Let the king live!” The 
men of Israel were well satisfied with 
their appointed leader. 


Verse 25.—“The manner of the king- 
dom.” Samuel, who realized the mis- 
take they had made in demanding a 
king, faithfully explained all that a 
kingdom would mean, and what obliga- 
tions they were taking upon themselves. 
For future reference, all was put in writ- 
ing and deposited in the sanctuary, after 
which the people went home well satis- 
fied with the change that had been 
brought about. 


Chap. 15:20.—“I have obeyed the voice 
of the Lord.” Many stirring events tran- 
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Lesson for September 11 


spired in the intervening sixteen years. 
Tested again and again, Saul proved 
himself an able man, but a disobedient 
one. Now we find him attempting to 
justify his partial obedience in the mat- 
ter of the Amalekites as though it were 
complete. 


Verse 21—‘“The people took of the 
spoil.” Weak men invariably blame 
others for their own failures. Saul, 
as king, should have exercised royal 
authority and insisted upon faithfully 
executing the commands of God, through 
his prophet Samuel. Instead, he ex- 
cused his disobedience by intimating 
that after all he had the Lord’s in- 
terests in view and so had allowed the 
sheep and cattle to be spared in order 
that the people might offer them as burnt 
sacrifices. 


Verse 22.—“To obey is better than sac- 
rifice.” Samuel laid down a great prin- 
ciple of vast importance. No ritual serv- 
ice, no religious forms, can take the place 
of heart-obedience to the Word of God. 

Verse 23.—“‘He hath... rejected thee.” 
Saul had decreed his own doom by the 
sin of rebellion against the Lord, and his 
stubbornness in persisting in his own 
way. Because he had so definitely re- 
jected the Word of the Lord, he himself 
was set aside as king. The Lord would 
find another to take his place. 


Chap. 31:3—‘“The battle went sore 
against Saul.” After many varied experi- 
ences covering forty years in all, Saul 
had reached the place where he was to 
reap the bitter results of his evil ways. 
Unanswered by God, because he had 
refused to respond when the Lord spoke 
to him, he found himself in the last bat- 
tle with his old Philistine enemies. His 
early prowess had gone. He was a de- 
feated man before he entered the con- 
flict, which soon resulted in a sad rout 
for Israel. Saul himself was badly 
wounded. 


Verse 4.—“Saul took a sword, and fell 
upon it.” After vainly endeavoring to 
persuade his armor-bearer to finish what 
the Philistines had begun, Saul com- 
mitted suicide by falling uporf his own 
sword. What a pitiable and tragic end 
to a life of such fair promise in early 
youth ! 


Verse 5.—“‘His armourbearer .. . died 
with him.” Evidently a sense of loyalty 
to his defeated master led the misguided 
attendant to follow his fallen king into 
eternity by self-murder. 


Verse 6.—“So Saul died ... and all 
his men.” It was an overwhelming de- 
feat for Israel and victory for the Philis- 
tines. When all was over, Saul, his 
armor-bearer, his three sons (including 
Jonathan), and all his immediate guard 
were found dead upon the field. Thus 
the first king of Israel had proved an 
inglorious failure. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The outstanding truth that Saul’s sad 
history emphasizes is the importance of 
reality in having to do with God. He 
demands truth in the inward parts. Had 
Saul given him his rightful place, his 
entire career would have been different. 
But he left God out of his life except 
as a crutch to help him to walk in his 
own selfish paths. Outwardly he con- 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


11, September 11.—Saul: Moral Failure. 
1 Samuel 10:17-25; 15:10-28; 28:3-25; 
31:1-10 
12. September 18.—Jonathan: Courage- 
ous Friendship. 1 Samuel 14:1-46; 
18:1-4; 19:1-7; 20:1-42; 23:15-18; 
2 Samuel 1:17-27 
13. September 25.—David: Triumphant 
reer re ee Psalms 23 and 27 
Fourth Quarter 
1. October 2.—The One True God. 
Exodus 20:2, 3; Isaiah 45:22; Mark 
12:28-34; 1 Corinthians 8:4-6 
2. October 9.—Spiritual Worship. 
Exodus 20:4-6; 32:1-8; John 4:19-24 
3. October 16.—Reverence for God. 
Exodus 20:7; Matthew 5:33-37; 12:33-37 
4, October 23.—Our Day of Rest. Exodus 
20:8-11; Isaiah 58:13, 14; Luke 13:10- 
17; Galatians 4:8-11; Colossians 2: 
16; Revelation 1:10 
5. October 30.—Personal Rights and 
Where They End (International Tem- 
perance Sunday) ....... Ecclesiastes 
2:1-3, 10, 11; Romans 6:17-23; 14:21 
6. November 6.—Honoring Our Parents. 
Exodus 20:12; Luke 2:46-52; John 
19:26, 27; Ephesians 6:1-4 








formed to the religion of the day, but 
he knew little or nothing of heart-obe- 
dience to the divine will. His failure 
is a warning to all who profess to have 
to do with God, to make sure that they 
have surrendered their wills to him and 
made his will the rule of their lives. . 
Lesson Outlines 
THE DOWNWARD PATH OF 

Kinc SAUL, THE MAN AFTER THE FLESH 

A humble youth (Chap. 9) 

A disobedient servant (Chap. 15) 

A jealous leader (Chap. 18) 

A demon-controlled misanthrope 
(Chap. 20) 

A vicious persecutor (Chaps. 23 and 
26) 

A superstitious suppliant (Chap. 28) 

A hopeless suicide (Chap. 31) 

. OBEDIENCE 

The ground of blessing (Isa. 1:19) 

The Lord’s delight (1 Sam. 15:22) 

Exemplified by Christ (Heb. 5:8; Phil. 
2:8) 

Assures answered prayer (1 John 3:22) 

Obedience and holiness linked (1 Pet. 
1:14, 15) 

Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Saul’s Great Mistake. The first king 
of Israel erred in supposing that action 
was more important than waiting on God 
when he “forced himself” (1 Sam. 13:12) 
to offer sacrifice, thus usurping a function 
that was not lawfully his. How apt we 
all are to imagine we can hurry God by 
helping him out! 

The Evil Spirit from God. When we 
read of sending an evil spirit to domi- 
nate Saul, we must understand it as the 
judicial act of God in delivering one to 
the power of evil who has deliberately 
chosen the path of disobedience. (See 
Exod. 7:3; 2 Thess. 2:10-12.) 

Was Saul a Child of God? There does 
not seem to be any clear evidence that 
Saul had ever judged his sins in the 
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presence of God and turned to him for 
soul-salvation. His sad end would in- 


dicate that he had no proper realizatio 
of the holiness @@ a iecona iGthad ape 
pointed him to be &jug’ vesrais neta: 
Practical"and Personal Applications 

Have we turned to the Lord Jesus for 


salvation, realizing our‘own utter sin- 
fulness and helplessness? 


If already saved, have we yielded our- 
selves to Christ as Lord of our lives? 


Do we sometimes imagine that we are 
wiser than God and so become restless 
as we wait for him to act? 

If we began in humility of spirit, are 
we content to keep the lowly place to 
the end? 


Do we abhor that which is evil, or 
would: we, like Saul, even seek help from 
that which he condemns? 


Do we attempt to justify disobedience 
by blaming our defections on others? 

We all want to end well. Have we 
made a good beginning and are we 
pressing on in the path of obedience? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Saul was really the people’s choice, 
and God consented to let them have their 
way, but it brought sorrow in the end 
(Hosea 13:11). 


Saul spared Agag, and it was an Agag- 
ite— Haman—who nearly compassed 
the destruction of all the Jews in after 
years (Esther 2 to 9). 


Some darling sin, some fleshly lust, 
spared now, may mean a ruined testi- 
mony later on. 


One of Saul’s greatest mistakes was 
his impatience, making it practically im- 
possible for him to wait on God. 


To go to the witch of Endor because 
the Lord refused to answer, was really 
seeking help from the enemy of God 
and man, Satan himself. 


No man has a right to end his own 
life, as all life is in the hands of God, 
and self-murder is as truly abhorrent as 
to take the life of another. 


Saul’s sad end should be a warning 
to us all to walk carefully before God 
in obedience to his Word. 

CHICAGO. 

+4 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


AS is wrong for Israel to demand a 
king? 
2. Why did God command Samuel to 
yield to their wishes? 
3. What caused the people to acclaim 
King Saul with such enthusiasm? 
4. In what way did Saul provoke God 
after the victory over the Amalekites? 
5. Were the people to blame for Saul’s dis- 
obedience? 
6. What are we to think of disobedience 
to God? 


7. Why did not God give victory to his 
chosen people in the conflict with the Phil- 
istines? 


8. Is suicide ever justifiable? 
9. Who perished with Saul? 


10. What is the great lesson you learn 
from the life of Israel’s first king? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 613 of this issue. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
A for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure te note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 7 

ference will be given to illustrations on 
wah penton of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print. 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

Unseen, But—.—I have obeyed the 
voice of the Lord (1 Sam. 15:20). Saul 
has done everything except the most 
important thing of all—obey God’s 
commands. A captain of a ship crossed 
the deck in a hurry, seemingly very 
much perplexed. A lady stopped him 
and asked what the trouble was. “The 
fact is, madam,” he said, “our rudder’s 
broken.” “Oh, I shouldn’t worry about 
that,” she replied: “being under water all 
the time, no one will notice it.”—From 
Youth’s Companion. Sent by M. H. 
James, Toronto, Can. 


When Smallpox is Sovereign.—But the 
people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, 
the chief of the things which should 
have been utterly destroyed (v. 21). That 
sin was like a man who had had small- 
pox in the home, and who was ordered 
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to burn all the affected garments, but 
who decided to keep just one coat and 
to burn all the rest! But to retain even 
a rag is to allow the sovereignty of the 
disease—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by L. G. James, Toronto, 
Can. 


Poor Taste in Clothes.—For rebellion 
is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubborn- 
ness is as iniquity and idolatry. Be- 
cause thou hast rejected the word of 
the Lord, he hath also rejected thee from 
being king (v. 23). In the spring of 1924, 
I was assisting Pastor N. E. Norwood in 
a revival meeting at Fort Ogden, Florida. 
Driving along the highway, we passed 
a gang of convicts working the road. 
They were clothed in stripes; and I re- 
marked to Pastor Norwood: “I don’t 
like their clothes. If I had had the selec- 
tion, I should have selected a different 
suit.” “Why,” he answered, “they don’t 
select their suits, do they?” “Oh, yes!” 
I answered. “Well,” he said, “I didn’t 
know that. I thought the state selected 
their suits for them.” “No,” I replied, 
“every man selects his own suit. Those 
fellows knew the penalty of violating the 
law before they committed the acts. 
They made their choice; they selected 
their suits. And they are wearing the 
suits of their own selection.” What suit 
have you selected —the black stripe suit 
of shame and dishonor, or the “white 
robe of righteousness”?—From “Wings.” 
Sent by Betty Bruechert, Omaha, Nebr. 
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by all means save your 
face—and lose your immortal soul 
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Suggested by the words of King Saul: have sinned: yet honour me.’ 
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Stronger than Will Power.—-For rebel- 
lion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stub-' 
bornness is as iniquity and idolatry (v. 
23). Strong will power is no guarantee 
of getting a thing done. The trouble 
with.our common worship of will power 
is that we leave out of account another 
factor that is even stronger. It is like 
the predicament of the Negro who, 
wrestling with a mule, was asked, “Why, 
Sambo, where’s your will power?” “My 
will power’s all right,” came the reply, 
“but you ought to come out here and 
see this yer animal’s won’t power.” There 
is in all of us a “won’t power” that is 
more powerful than the strongest will 
power any human being ever had. Its 
name is sin. Will power crumples like 
a piece of tissue paper in the flame when, 
unaided, it confronts some real sin-de- 
sire of our life. And when will power 
has done its feeble most, and failed, 
then Christ has his opportunity.—From 
Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


Better Obey the Doctor !—To obey is 
better than sacrifice (Golden Text). 
“How do you mean you are worried, 
Mrs. Brown?” said the doctor. “Did you 
give your husband the sleeping powder 
as I told you?” “Indeed I did, Doctor. 
You said to give him as much as I could 
get on a nickel, but I had no nickel, so 
I used five pennies instead, and he hasn’t 
waked up for three days.”—From The 
Farm Journal. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Henry, S. Dak. 


When Gifts Are Not Acceptable.—To 
obey is better than sacrifice (Golden 
Text). I know of two brothers who had 
a quarrel. The mother could not rec- 
oncile them. She could not sleep. Her 
prayers went up night after night. One 
of the sons saw how she felt and was 
sorry for her, so he bought a costly gift 
and took it to her. “I don’t want any 
gift,” she said; “I want you to be rec- 
onciled to your brother.” God doesn’t 
want your gifts until you are reconciled. 
—From “One Thousand Evangelistic Il- 
lustrations,” by the Rev. Aquilla Webb, 
D.D. Sent by W. C. Troyer, Manitoba, 
Can. Prize illustration. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we pray that thou wilt impress upon us the 
importance of obedience to thy will. If we 
at any time feel that we have escaped the 
resuits of disobedience, may we not be al- 
lowed thus to deceive ourselves. Thou hast 
given us many examples in thy Word of those 
who knew what was thy will, and yet who 
would not obey, and who met the sad con- 
sequences of their disobedience. May we not 
think that thou dost desire any substitute or 
any different plan from that which thou dost 
point out to us as the way in which we 
should go. Keep us, we pray thee, from 
pride and self-will, and grant that this lesson 
may mean much to us today, as we study 
one who was chosen for a great task, and 
yet who would not obey. In the name of 
the Lord Jesus we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—One of the strangest 
things about our ways is the idea that 
we can make an improvement upon 
God’s will for us. He may point out a 
certain road to us that we should follow. 
Perhaps we think we could suggest a 
better road, and we take that supposedly 
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better one, and find ourselves in the 
ditch. Saul had a great start, but he also 
had a great pride, as time went on, and 
a great notion that he could improve on 
God’s plan. Of course disobedience to 
God is moral failure. To obey is better 
than sacrifice. It is far easier for us to 
know God’s will than it is for us to put 
aside our own wills. Sacrifice is easier 
than obedience, for it is easier for us to 
make an offering of our time, or strength, 
or money to the Lord in his work than it 
is for us to follow the plan of simple 
obedience in what he tells us to do. 
God can use you in more ways than 
you have thought of in his service and 
to his glory, if you will just mind him, 
as a good child will mind a wise parent. 
Let us pray. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“What It Takes !’—There is none like 
him. ... All the people shouted, ... God 
save the king (1 Sam. 10:24). Saul seems 
to have had at the moment “what it 
takes,” in that day, to make a king. He 
was big. He was impressive. He was 
unafraid. 

Yet when we think of Saul, the big 
fellow, we naturally see before the 
mind’s eye his successor David, the 
ruddy little fellow who was good to look 
at (1 Sam. 16:12, 17, 18). 

If the story of Israel at this time 
offered nothing else it would be inter- 
esting as a study of Brawn and Blunder 
vs. Training and Trust. 

Saul was big. So was Goliath; and 
both the Big Ones blundered — Saul in 
that he forgot who elevated him and 
failed to obey, and Goliath the Philistine, 
in that he despised the day of small 
things. I had almost written, “Goliath 
had not learned that good goods come 
in small packages !” 

David, on the other hand, made up in 
stature by training and religion (I wish 
I had a better word than “religion.” 
One word that would mean a trust in 
God that ties tight to him.) His recrea- 
tion was shooting for the bull’s eye 
(lion’s eye) by either hand, and his 
leisure in his shepherding in communing 
with his Lord in harp and song. David 
was a musical sharpshooter where big- 
ness did not.count. 

In all Israel there was none like Saul 
for “front,” and in all Israel there was 
none like the unknown shepherd boy 
on the Bethlehem hills for “what it 
takes” to be a real king! 

This world we live in is one of sur- 
prises. The one who will be Mr. Im- 
portant tomorrow is stowed away in 
some modest small place today. Lincoln, 
Edison, Pupin, Ford, and hundreds of 
others. 

The high official of the coming years is 
waiting on the table, caring for a fur- 
nace, and otherwise working his way 
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through college and burning the mid- 
night “juice” in the cheapest dormitory. 

These “Davids” are preparing to step 
in where the Big Fellow has stepped out. 
The Big Fellow’s boy is apt to be, with 
all his advantages, the “Moral Failure.” 

You will understand this paragraph if 
you will note who holds the high places 
today. 


Doing Exactly as Told.—To obey is 
better than sacrifice, and to hearken 
than the fat of rdms (15:22). One of the 
great advantages of the old four-year 
apprenticeship system was that one of 
the very first things the new “cub” was 
taught by the foreman and the “jour” 
was the importance of strict obedience. 
The boy knew this well when he ap- 
plied for the chance to learn the trade. 
Hence when the joker gave him a bucket 
or pail and said, “Go to the blacksmith 
shop and hurry back with a load of 
blast,” Innocent immediately obeyed un- 
questioningly, and took in good part 
the “raggin” that followed. Woe betide 
the chap who got mad and wanted to 
fight. 

Frank Campbell was an Irish boy from 
Doe Run. He came to Coatesville to 
be a printer in the old Chester Valley 
Union office. The Union printers sent 
him over to Ed Terry’s print shop “to 
borrow a paper stretcher.” Ed was onto 
the joke and gave the boy a heavy old 
wheelbarrow wheel. When Frank came 
lugging the heavy thing across the brick 
lot the printers were all at the Union 
windows “giving him the raspberries !” 
Frank got mad and wanted to lick the 
whole office if they would come out into 
the lot. They called him “Paper 
Stretcher” for many a day. 

When yeu were in school perhaps you 
were one of those who on Fridays spoke 
“The Charge of the Light Brigade.” 
“Theirs not to reason why; theirs but to 
do and die.” Remember? Man, as well 
as God, values those who can obey. Ask 
any housewife what her greatest quest is 
likely to be (2 Kings 18:6; Ezra 7:10; 
Rom. 6:17). 

Saul, alas, did not retire from his king- 
ing job and live happily ever after. In 
fact, his disobedience was his unhappi- 
ness, and he died a suicide. 

Adjoining our plant was the great steel 
mill of the Worth Brothers. Mr. Sharp- 
less Worth used to “loaf” now and then 
in our office. His complaint was, 

“Bill, I can’t seem to be able to get 
a helper who will do exactly what I tell 
him to do. I have tried several.” At 
last he got a boy off the farm who had 
served an apprenticeship in a machine 
shop. That boy knew how to obey. Mr. 
Worth trained him for a General Man- 
ager. The boy who could do just what 
Mr. Worth told him to do ran the mills 
for many years, until he retired upon a 
comfortable competency. 


The End.—So Saul died. ... and all 
his men ... together (31:6). We can 
well label this “The Sad Tragedy of Dis- 
obedience.” Saul lost his contact with 
Heaven because he did not have suffi- 
cient moral stamina to obey Heaven. 

We have the striking picture of the 
big man in physical stature who was not 
big enough in his moral stature to stand 
his prosperity, and so ends his career by 
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his own hand. To be succeeded — care- 
fully note—by the little shepherd boy 
who had served his apprenticeship on 
the Bethlehem hills caring for the stock 
and fighting lions and bears. And used 
his spare time in praising God with 
harp and song and perfecting his aim 
with the right and left hand sling (1 
Sam. 17:34, 35, 49; 2 Chron. 12:2; Judges 
20: 16). 

The subtitle of this lesson is ‘Moral 
Failure.” When morals fail, anything 
can happen to a man, even to the mak- 
ing of a great fool of himself. For ex- 
hibits turn to your tomorrow’s news- 
paper. The inside history of all the moral 
failures I know shows the disaster really 
began with the crack that came from 
losing contact with things religious and 
drifting outside the healthy influence. 

The boy began by “running with the 
sporty crowd” who later “plays him for 
a sucker.” The girl got too big for Sun- 
day school and the “up-to-date bunch” 
introduced her to the “cocktail hour” 
and the “cigarette *’complishment.” 

There was only one safe place for’ 
Saul in order to make his life a success, 
and there is only one safe place for all 
of us to make life a success. That place 
is right up hand in hand close to God, 
with the Lord Jesus for our Lawyer 
(Advocate) and the Holy Spirit to 
direct us into the life of perfect obedi- 
ence (1 John 2:1). 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
How to Build the Picture 
An unhappy king, seated on a throne 
in a richly furnished room — Saul in one 
of his evil moments, throwing the javelin 
at David, who may or may not be in the 
picture. 











OD wanted the Children of Israel 

to follow him, and let him speak 

to them as he had at Sinai and through 

the wilderness; as he had spoken through 

Moses, he wanted to speak to them 

through chosen men, but they wanted a 

king like all the nations around them, 

one who would lead the armies to war 
and rule over them. 

God spoke to them through Samuei 
the prophet, and told them how much 
trouble would come through a king, but 
they still insisted on having one, so God 
told Samuel to go and pick out the king 
he would show him. 

God picked out the kind of king the 
people wanted. He let them have their 
own way completely. He was a young 
man, he was handsome, he was head and 
shoulders taller than anyone else —in 
fact, there was nobody like him in all 
the kingdom; he was charming, modest, 
friendly, seemingly fine. The people were 
delighted, and cried, “God save the 
king!” His name was Saul. 

At first it seemed that Saul was going 
to get along all right. At first he obeyed 
God, but very soon he began to show 
that he was willful, and he only partly 
obeyed God’s commands. God told him 
to kill all the Amalekites and destroy all 
they had—everything. Saul destroyed | 








612 * 


all of them but the king, and saved the 
best of the sheep and cattle. 

From this time Saul became more self- 
willed, and the Spirit of the Lord left 
him, and an evil spirit came upon him 
so that he acted like a crazy man. God 
rejected him as king, and sent Samuel 
to anoint David as king, though Saul 
reigned until his death, and in his last 
days he hunted David through the hills 
because he was jealous of him. Saul 
knew God had rejected him and chosen 
David, and it made him hate David. 

The Philistines came up against Israel 
with an army, and Saul went out to fight 
them, and his sons were killed in the 
battle and he was wounded, and then he 
fell on his own sword and killed himself. 
A sad end to a life with such a bright 
beginning. 

What was the matter? Just one thing 
— disobedience of God. Saul was bound 
to have his own way. He was so self- 
willed that he would not obey God’s 


commands. Our Golden Text is one we 
must learn: “To obey is better than 
sacrifice.” Saul told Samuel he was sav- 


ing the cattle and the sheep of the 
Amalekites to sacrifice to the Lord. But 
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God had said to kill them, so they were 


not acceptable to the Lord. God will 
not bless disobedient servants. We may 
think we know better than God, but we 
never do. 

God blesses us when we keep his com- 
mandments. How many of us want 
God’s blessing in our lives? 

Mopesto, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: A Tragic Upset. 

Discussion: Catalog some of the ways in 
which a fellow brings to Jesus Christ the 
good, but holds back the best. See how 
canciuty you can do this. 


Objective: Complete obedience. 











AY, fellows, that word “upset” has 

become a familiar one as applied to 
sports. In the notable contests of the 
day, now and then, some leading team 
or champion of his class—the one ex- 
pected by all the fans to win—is de- 
feated by a supposedly much weaker 
rival, and there is great surprise. It is 
called an “upset.” 

We have a striking incident of this in 
the case of Saul the son of Kish. Only 
it is far more tragic than anything that 
could happen in sports. This was a 
man’s life, as affecting a nation. This 
was a king losing his crown. Here was 
a man who suddenly had God’s hand 
turned against him while he was high 
in God’s favor. 

Saul, from the very start, possessed the 
favor of God and man. He was a splen- 
did young fellow, to begin with, tall, 
strong, handsome, —a fine spirit. Just 
read in 1 Samuel, ninth chapter, how 
nobly he acted upon a mission his father 
sent him or. See his perseverance, his 
fine consideration of his father’s com- 
fort, his becoming humility before the 
prophet Samuel who would anoint him 
king; his fine conduct after leaving the 
prophet, bearing a great honor. Even 
when the time came for his presentation 
to the people as their king he modestly 
“hid himself among the stuff,” and they 
had to drag him out. (Read it in the 
tenth chapter.) Note how patient he 
was with the “knockers” who would dis- 
credit him. See in the eleventh chapter 
how he sprang into his rightful leader- 
ship whkc. the emergency came, and 
how valiantly he fought and put to 
flight all the enemies of Israel. Look 
hew the people rallied to his standard 
— how loyally they supported their new 
king. What a man! What a wide open 
door to a big life! 

Notwithstanding all that, Saul goes 
down on the record as a colossal failure. 
And all his own fault. Disobedience. 
Stupid disobedience. God had clearly 
told him by Samuel the prophet to 
“smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all 
that they have” (1 Sam. 15:1-3). And 
King Saul got out there with his great 
army and magnificently routed the 
Amalekites. But as he looked upon their 
fine cattle, he might have said to him- 
self: “What a pity to destroy them. How 
fine those sheep and their fat little lambs 
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would look in the pastures of Gibeah; 
and — yes, I will take some of the choice 
ones. up to Gilgal for sacrifice; Samuel 
will like that. And those splendid oxen ! 
Surely I should take the best of them 
back with me; I think I can make very 
good use of them around the palace 
grounds; it would be just too bad to de- 
stroy them. Let the poor stuff be anni- 
hilated,. according to the word of the 
Lord, but this cream—why, this is 
velvet!” It was very subtle. Watch 
out when the Devil helps you to reason ! 
By the same process Satan caused the 
first sin in the Garden of Eden. It was 
to disobey -God’s express command — 
with reasoning. And Satan has been do- 
ing that ever since. Maybe he is help- 
ing you to do some of that sort of rea- 
soning today. : 

When confronted by Samuel amid the 
bleating of the sheep and the lowing 
of the cattle, Saul first tried to saddle 
his sin upon the people; but later he 
confessed: “I have sinned.” It was too 
late. Samuel said: “Thou hast rejected 
the word of the Lord, and the Lord hath 
rejected thee from being king over Is- 
rael.” 

Fellows, the best evidence of faith in 
God, and the best quality of faith, is in 
obedience. “Behold, to obey is better 
than sacrifice, and to hearken than the 
fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin 
of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as in- 
iquity and idolatry.” Look at your own 
program of service to the Lord today. 
Are you giving him nearly all— but not 
quite? Are you holding something in 
reserve? Take it by the horns and drag 
it into the presence of God and say, 
“Here, Lord; here’s the rest of it: I am 
making a complete and a clean surren- 
der.” 


MIDDLEBROOK, VA. 


My Class of Girls 


By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Goal.—To present the consequences of 
rejecting God’s Word. 

Activity.—Distribute Bible references 
given below and allow a brief study 
period before beginning the discussion. 
List on a large chart the outlines of Saul’s 
assets, victories, failures. 

Memory Verse.—‘‘Pride goeth before de- 
struction, and an haughty spirit before a 
fall” (Prov. 16:18). 











IRLS, when God has made you a 

“new creation” through faith in the 
Lord Jesus, he wants you to show the 
world that you are different (2 Cor. 5:17; 
6:17). A young woman once said, “Ac- 
quaintances tell me that even my speech 
and manners are peculiar, but I praise 
God that he has been able to glorify him- 
self through me.” 

The Israelites had been blessed by the 
revival which we studied last week, but 
in today’s lesson we find that instead of 
praising God for allowing them to be 
a separated people, they began clamor- 
ing to become like other nations and 
have a king (1 Sam. 8:5, 7). They chose 
human control in preference to Divine 
control. 

What kind of king was selected to 
rule these people? (Read 1 Samuel 10: 














Lesson for September 11 


17-25 and have the girls review the story 
in their own words.) 


Saul’s Assets.—1. Handsome and strong 
(1 Sam. 10:23, 24). 2. A choice young 
man (9:2). 3. Humble (9:21). 4. Indus- 
trious (11:5). 5. Courageous (14:47). 
6. Godly companions (10:1, 10, 26; 15:1). 
7. Chosen for service (9:17). 


Saul’s Victories.—1. He saved the eye- 
sight of the people of Jabesh-gilead 
(Chap. 11). 2. He “fought against all 
his enemies on every side” (14:47, 
48). Locate the countries on your maps. 

You would think that a man with those 
qualifications and initial victories would 
continue to be a brilliant success, but 
this was not true. The Rev. Francis E. 
Clark, founder of the Christian Endeavor 
Societies, once gave this motto, “Never 
say, ‘No,’ to God.” Saul made a sad mis- 
take. He said, “No,” to God. 


Saul’s Failures.—1. He failed to trust 
and obey God; therefore he became impa- 
tient and fearful, and eventually he of- 
fered a burnt sacrifice which was the 
duty of the priest alone (10:8; 13:8-14). 
What did he learn from Samuel about 
sacrifices? (15: 22.) 

2.°He gloried in his authority, and pro- 
nounced a death sentence upon his own 
son (14:24, 43-45). 

3. He made plans of his own before 
asking counsel of God (14:36-38). 

4. He did not obey God’s command- 
ment to “utterly destroy” the Amalekites 
(15:3). (Read and summarize 15: 10-24.) 

5. Because he became filled with pride 
in his own achievements, Saul habitually 
rejected the Word of the Lord (15:17, 
19, 23). How does our Memory Verse 
apply to this part of our lesson? 

6. Saul blamed “the people” for his 
own mistakes ( 15:21): How common it 
is for boys and girls and even adults to 
throw the blame for their own mistakes 
upon other people. When we are afraid 
of the consequences of our mistakes, we 
try to hide them with others, but we soon 
learn by experience that this only 
plunges us into deeper difficulties (Gen. 
3:10). 

7. He “quenched the Spirit” and “the 
Spirit of the Lord departed frém Saul” 
(16: 14). 

8. Saul possessed a murderous hatred 
for David (18:11; 1 John 3:15). 

9. The next story in our text tells why 
Saul sought advice from a “witch.” 
(Summarize 28:3-25.) This was another 
error. Spiritism, which is not truly spir- 
itual at all, permits false teachers and 
evil spirits to guide the life instead of 
letting the Lord, our Creator, have con- 
trol (Lev. 19:31; 20:6, 27; 1 Chron. 10: 
13; 1 Tim. 4:1). 

10. Saul’s life ends in an attempt at 
suicide (1 Sam. 31:3-6). He chose death 
when he could have chosen eternal life 
(Job 7:15; Jer. 8:3; John 12:48). 

What was Saul’s worst sin? He re- 
jected God by exalting himself and act- 
ing independently (1 Sam. 15:22, 23). 
Recall the accounts of others who re- 
jected God. 

1. Lucifer, “the anointed cherub,” be- 
came dazzled by his own brilliance. His 
pride went before his fall. (The teacher 
might summarize Ezekiel 28:11-19 and 
Isaiah 14: 12-20.) 

2. “Ye shall not surely die,” said the 
serpent to Eve, and she believed him 
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instead of God, thus choosing death 
(Gen. 3:3, 4, 6; Ezek. 18:4, 20; 1 Cor. 
15:22). 

3. “All the congregation are holy,” 
said Korah to Moses (Num. 16:3). God’s 
Word says, “There is none righteous, 
no, not one” (Rom. 3:10). Pride went 
before Korah’s fall (Num. 16:32, 38-40). 

How can you avoid such mistakes? 
Acknowledge your dependence upon God 
(Psa. 51:17; Isa. 57:15; 2 Cor. 12:9). ‘“T 
have discovered that one must be humble 
in order to love,” said a young bride (1 
Cor. 13:4). Even our glorious Lord hum- 
bled himself before he was exalted (Phil. 
2:8, 9; Heb. 2:9). 

(This acrostic might be used to good 
advantage.) 


He that humbleth himself shall be ex- 
alted (Matt. 23:12b). 
Unto him that is able to keep you from 
falling ... be glory (Jude 24, 25). 
My thoughts are not your thoughts... 
saith the Lord (Isa. 55:8). 

Blessed are the meek: for they shall in- 
herit the earth (Matt. 5:5). 

Looking unto Jesus the author and fin- 
isher of our faith (Heb. 12:2a). 

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving 
... and bless his name (Psa. 100:4). 


Next week we study about Jonathan, 
Saul’s fine son. List some of the quali- 
ties of genuine friendship, and bring il- 
lustrations of loyalty among friends. 
Learn Proverbs 18:24b. © 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


ye 
This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 609) 


1. Yes. God had promised to give a king 
some day and they should have waited 
his time (Deut. 17:14, 15). 

2. He would teach them in this way the 
folly of self-will. 

3. His outward appearance. He was their 
ideal leader. ‘ 

4. By sparing Agag the Amalekite king, 
and keeping the sheep and cattle as spoil. 


5. No. He was responsible to obey the 
voice of the Lord as their ruler and king. 


6. It never pays. If we could only re- 
member this, we would ever seek to obey. 


7. He will not protect his own people 
from the consequences of their disobedience 
if they continue in willfulness. 


8. It is never right to take one’s own life. 


9. All his immediate family, including 
Jonathan, the friend of David. 


10. That it is better to obey God than 
to take one’s own way, for the path of 
disobedience is the road to ruin. 


ye 
“The Lord Is My Shepherd” 


(An editorial from the second page) 


herd,” which is the key that unlocks the 
rich treasures of the Psalm of victorious 
life. 

“He maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures: he leadeth me beside the still 
waters.” The Lord is my Shepherd: I 
shall not want the supply of every mate- 
rial and spiritual need. He is the Bread 
of life. He gives the Water of life. The 
primary reference here is to the supply 
of material needs, as in the Lord’s 
prayer: “Give us this day our daily 
bread.” ‘Yet one can never think of the 
Lord Jesus supplying bread for the body, 
without remembering that this material 
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bread is a symbol of the living Bread 
He supplies every need. 

Have you ever worried about the sup- 
ply of material need? Do you have per- 
fect peace now about the meeting of 
the material needs of yourself, of all 
your loved ones, of the Christian work 
with which you are associated? If you 
do not have that peace, you are not be- 
liceving the message of the Twenty-third 
Psalm. 

“He restoreth my soul.” The weak or 
wounded or weary or wandering sheep 
needs the shepherd to restore his life. 
The Lord is our Shepherd: he forgives 
our sin, cleansing us from all unright- 
eousness; he refreshes us when weary, 
and encourages us when cast down. Are 
you discouraged now, or weary, or dis- 
appointed, sick at heart, or tired in 
spirit? You need restoration. Is the 
Shepherd restoring your soul? If not, 
there is a glorious message of victory 
for you in this Psalm of life. 

“He leadeth me in the paths of right- 
eousness for his name’s sake.” Th¢ 
shepherd leads the sheep in right paths 
The Lord is my Shepherd: I shall not 
want guidance. Our Shepherd guides 
us into right paths, and he does it not 
because we are worthy, but “for his 
name’s sake.” Have you been troubled 
about the question of guidance, in great 
things or in small? Are you sure now 
that you are in the right path? If not, 
will you believe now that the Lord is 
your Shepherd? 

“Yea, though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil.” The Lord is my Shepherd: I shall 
not want deliverance from every fear 
of any evil. Nearly always this verse 
is quoted as referring to death, and is 
used to give comfort at death and assur- 
ance of the presence of the Lord to carry 
the believer through the dark valley. It 
does give such comfort and assurance. 
But the Twenty-third Psalm is a Psalm 
of resurrection life, and the reference 
here is not to death. There is no dark 
valley for a Christian who dies. There 
may, indeed, be pain and suffering and 
darkness before death. But our Lord’s 
promise is very sure, that they who be- 
lieve in him shall never see death (John 
8:51, 52). When a believer dies, his spirit 
is so instantaneously in the presence of 
the Lord that he may feel with Paul 
that he knows not whether he’is in the 
body or out of the body (Phil. 1:23; 2 
Cor. 12:1-4). 

Those who are sorrowing because of 
the death of loved ones are they who 
pass through the valley of the shadow 
of death, or the valley of deep darkness. 
Any time of sorrow or grief or trouble 
is a valley of the shadow of death. The 
shepherd may take his sheep through a 
dangerous valley, with rough rocks and 
muddy roads and dismal swamps. As 
one has beautifully suggested, the shep- 
herd never does this unless it be neces- 
sary in leading the sheep to rich green 
pastures on the other side. So with our 
Shepherd. He never suffers us to be 
tested above that we are able (1 Cor, 
10:13). He permits tears and sorrow 
only that through them he may bring 
us rich spiritual blessings that could not 
come apart from the sorrow. 

“For thou art with me; thy rod and 
thy staff they comfort me.” The Lord 
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is my Shepherd: I shall not lack per- 
fect comfort in every sorrow from the 
God of all comfort. The shepherd is 
with the sheep at every step of the dan- 
gerous pathway through the cold, damp 
valley. His rod and staff keep from 
stumbling, hold the sheep to the path, 
and give assurance that the shepherd is 
near.: So the Lord’s own presence is 
with us, giving abundant deliverance, 
taking away all fear on the one hand, 
and giving supernatural comfort on the 
other. 

Have you feared concerning the past, 
or the present, or the future? Do you 
know that from now until the time you 
see the Lord face to face he is caring 
for all the future, so that you need not 
fear? If you have fear, you have not 
faith. That is, you do not believe that 
the Lord is your Shepherd. 


(To be continued next week) 


4 
Tribbie Makes Something 


(Continued from page 607) 


always patted him, or stroked his nose, 
or gave him an apple or a lump of sugar. 
Sometimes, when he saw her coming, he 
whinnied. 

“Peachy —” she said. 

Then she told him all about it, and 
Peachy seemed to agree with her; at 
least he nodded once or twice. He cer- 
tainly did not contradict her. 

Just as she was climbing down, she 
heard some one calling her, “Tribbie, 











Pleasure and Profit 


At too seldom do pleasure and 
profit run hand in hand in our ex- 
perience. But one reader of CHRIS- 
TIAN YOUTH, the Sunday School 
Times weekly paper for teen-age 
young people, has found both pleasure 
and profit in its pages. She writes: 


** Your paper is a continual source 
of pleasure and profit,—one of 
those ‘friendly visitors’ in the 
very best sense.”’ 


Why not discover for yourself this 
happy combination, by trying 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH for ten weeks? 
You may do so for only ten cents. 
Or, you may send the paper to your 
class or to teen-age friends, if you 

aly Just use the coupon shown 
elow. 


By the year, CHRISTIAN YOUTH 
costs 52 cents a subscription, when 
mailed in packages of five or more 
to oneaddress. Single subscriptions 
cost 75 cents a year. 
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O-o-o-h, Tribbie!” and it was Georgie 
Blake, the little boy next door. She 
ran out to see what he wanted, and, for 
a half hour, they swung.each other. He 
would push her twenty times and then 
she would push him twenty. 

“Do you want to see what my uncle 
sent me for my birthday?” he asked, 
when they had pumped up to one hun- 
dred and then let the old cat die. 

“Yes,” she said. “What is it?” 

“It’s a horse. Come on in the house, 
T’ll show you.” 

The house seemed a rather strange place 
to keep a horse, but Tribbie understood 
when she saw it. It was just a play 
horse, not even as big as a rocking horse, 
but it looked very natural, with a tail 
and mane of real horsehair. On each 
hoof was a wheel, and, as Tribbie looked 
at it, she had a sudden idea. 

“Could I—” she almost gasped. “Could 
I borrow it, for a little while?” 

“Sure,” said Georgie. He was very 
generous about such things. “Didn’t you 
lend me your hoe and spade to make 
my garden?” 

Early that afternoon, she wrapped the 
horse in a newspaper and took him 
downtown. Mr. Kirston, the cobbler, 
laughed when she undid her package, 
but when she told him what she wanted, 
he was serious enough and helped her 
pick out some pieces of leather from 
his scrap pile. He would not take any 
money for them either. 

“How about buckles?” she asked him. 

“I would not use buckles,” he said, 
“for anything as small as that. I believe 
string and shoe buttons would be better.” 

Then he gave her more buttons than 
she needed and a long piece of very 
strong, black string. No, one saw her 
when she came in the back door at home 
and stole softly up the stairs to her own 
room. There she locked the door and 
soon was busy as could be with knife 
and scissors. 

Some hours later her father heard a 
soft tap at his study door. 

“Come in,” he said, and as Tribbie 
entered, “Well; what in the world is 
that you have?” 

“A horse,” she answered. “George’s 
uncle sent it to him for his birthday. 
He loaned it to me.” 

Her father reached out and set her— 
horse and all—upon his knee. 

“And what are all these fixings it has 
on?” 

“A harness I made for him,” she ex- 
plained. “Mr. Kirston gave me the 
leather and I did not go to the barn 
once to leok at Peachy’s harness —I just 
remembered. There are the tugs, see? 
That’s the breast collar. That’s the 
checkrein. You see, I used string for 
that; and I had to use buttons for 
buckles. Mr. Kirston thought that would 
be all right.” 

Her father studied it carefully, while 
one by one she ramed for him each part 
of the harness. 

*“T see,” he said, “and you think —?” 

She nodded. 

“Well,” he agreed, “I believe you are 
right. I believe you dre old enough to 
harness Peachy all by yourself, and —” 
he took out his watch and looked at 
it —“if you will go out and harness him 
right now, you and I will drive over 
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to Uncle Will’s and. get those apples he 


promised to give us.” 

Tribbie bounded. from his knee, and 
at a run started for the door. Then, her 
hand on the knob, she stopped, turned 
around, and ran back and kissed him. 
Really her father was the wisest and best 
man in the whole world. 


Berea, Ky. 
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Sept. 18. Building a Christian Economic Ore 
der. 1 Tim. 6:10; Matt. 6:19-34, 


Sunday, September 11 


Our Economic “Free-for-All” 
(Matt. 5:38-42; 25:14-30) 





Mon.—Age-old exploitation (Jas. 2:5-9). 

Tues.—Justice for all in the courts (Lev. 
19:15). 

Wed.—Bring good will into labor dis- 
putes (Col. 3:12; 2 Pet. 1:5-7). 

Thurs.—Envy creates trouble (Gen. 27: 
44). 

Fri.—A boy who claimed his share (Luke 
15:11-19). 

Sat.—The one solution (Matt. 7:12). 











INETEEN hundred years ago the 

Lord Jesus told of a certain man 
who had been blessed with great pros- 
perity. But instead of trying to find 
ways in which he might use for good 
what he had gained, he began to scheme 
how he could hoard up more wealth. 
You will remember that God called him 
a fool and told him that that very night 
his soul would be required of him. 
Most of our economic strife today can 
be traced to the same evil that cost 
this man his life and his possessions. 
Greed is the curse of our economic 
world today, just as it was nineteen 
hundred years ago. The difference is 
that today we have invented more subtle 
ways of concealing our greed_and more 
efficient methods of pursuing it. 
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We need to see clearly, as we think 
about this week’s topic, that greed is 
not limited to those who possess wealth 
or power. No excuse can be offered 
for the methods that capital and leader- 
ship have all too often employed in busi- 
ness, in industry, and commerce. But, 
in presenting the unfair and pernicious 
practices of capital, we must not lose 
sight of the fact that those who are 
employed also have failed to play fair 
toward employers. In seeking to gain 
what they considered their rights, the 
employed have often resorted to vio- 
lence, have destroyed property, and have 
made unreasonable and impossible de- 
mands. 

But not only between employer and 
employee has greed stirred up diffi- 
culty. It has set business against busi- 
ness and industry against industry, and 
employee against employee. Competi- 
tion has been carried to the point of 
deliberate attempts to destroy the busi- 
ness of a competitor. Foul means as 
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Lesson for September 11 


well as fair have been used to gain ad- 
vantage over one another. Such high 
pressure has been placed upon sales- 
manship that often exaggeration and 
even untruths have been used to deceive 
the purchaser. 

Meanwhile, within each individual 
business the same greed has stirred up 
one employee against another, and many 
have sought to climb by pushing their 
fellow workers down rather than by 
honest effort and conscientious competi- 
tion. 
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Our Scripture lesson brings us the 
true course of action. It reminds us 
that the proper economic balance can 
only be found and maintained when 
men do to others as they would be done 
by themselves. Once more we are 
brought back to the fact that the trou- 
ble in the economic world lies in men’s 
hearts. Unless these are changed there 
is not much hope for any lasting eco- 
nomic adjustment. Some of the un- 
fairness and evil can be adjusted for 
a time by agreements and by laws, but 
men whose hearts are not right toward 
God have a way of scrapping agree- 
ments and defying the law. Our only 
real hope lies in the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ lived out in the daily lives 
of men and women. 

4 

As Christian young people our first 
concern is that we ourselves are in vital 
touch with the Lord Jesus in such a 
way that his power and strength shall 
permeate and dominate all that we do 
and say. Then, realizing that his con- 
trol is the only real answer to our eco- 
nomic “free-for-all,” we shall want to 
do everything in our power to bring 
others into a living knowledge of him, 
so that they, too, may have the power 
to put into practice, in every relation- 
ship of life, the principles which he 
himself laid down that men might live 
in love and righteousness and fair deal- 
ing one with another. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Did Christ Promise to Come 
in His Disciples’ Lifetime? 
(Continued from second page) 


Those who deny the inspiration of the 
Bible and, with this denial, themselves 
fulfill prophecy by scoffing at the 
“blessed hope” of the Lord’s return 
as Peter said they would (2 Pet. 3:4), 
even go so far as to say that Mark 13:30 
shows that the Lord Jesus Christ was 
mistaken; that he thought something was 
going to happen which did not happen, 
inasmuch as the “generation” to whom 
he spoke those words did pass and the 
things he predicted did not occur. It is 
significant, in view of this popular unbe- 
lief, that the Lord said immediately after 
making his prediction: “Heaven and 
earth shall pass away: but my words 
shall not pass away” (Mark 13:31). 

There are two reasonable explanations 
of our Lord’s prediction; either one of 
them may be correct, or they may both 
be correct, as they do not conflict. One 
explanation is that by the word “gen- 
eration” our Lord was referring to 
the Jews as a national entity, Israel 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


as a people; and that he meant that 
God would not permit the Jews to 
disappear from the earth, or “pass, 
till all these things be done.” The pres- 
ervation and perpetuation of Israel as a 


distinct people among all the nations of. 


the earth is a miracle of God’s ordain- 
ing, for if men could have had their way 
the Jews would have been destroyed 
from the face of the earth long before 
now. The Scofield Reference Bible gives 
this interpretation in a note on the paral- 
lel passage in Matthew’ 24:34, calling 
attention to the fact that the Greek word 
translated “generation” is genea, and 
that the primary definition of this word 
is “race, kind, family, stock, breed. That 
the word: is used in this sense here is 
sure because none of ‘these things,’ i. e., 
the world-wide preaching of the king- 
dom, the great tribulation, the return 
of the Lord in visible glory, and the re- 
gathering of the elect, occurred at the 
destruction cf Jerusalem by Titus, A. D. 
70. The promise is, therefore, that the 
generation — nation, or family of Israel 
— will be preserved unto ‘these things’; 
a promise wonderfully fulfilled to this 
day.” 

Another explanation of the verse.is 
that the Lord meant that the genera- 
tion in which the predicted signs of the 
end of the age begins to occur will not 
pass until all the predictions are ful- 
filled and the Lord himself has returned. 
For the verse is preceded by this state- 
ment from the Lord: “Now learn a 
parable of the fig tree; When her branch 
is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, 
ye know that summer is near: so ye in 
like manner, when ye shall see these 
things come to pass, know that it [the 
Second Coming of the Son of man] is 
nigh, even at the doors.” 

As for our Lord’s word to the high 
priest (Mark 14:62), declaring that he 
should see “the Son of man sitting on 
the right hand of power, and coming in 
the clouds of heaven,” that prophecy is 
of course infallible, and is confirmed by 
other Scriptures. The Lord did not say 
that this was going to occur in the 
earthly lifetime of the high priest, but 
only that the official and apostate repre- 
sentative of God who was sitting in 
judgment on the Lord that day should 
yet see the Man he condemned returning 
to this earth in the clouds of Heaven to 
reign over the earth. This exactly agrees 
with the prophecy given to John some 
sixty years later: “Behold, he cometh 
with clouds; and every eye shall see 
him, and they also which pierced him” 
(Rev. 1:7). Is it not wholly reasonable 
to believe that the expression “every 
eye,” taken with the next clause, in- 
cludes the high priest and those with 
him who crucified Israel’s Messiah, the 
Lord of glory? 

Our Lord’s words to the twelve dis- 
ciples in Matthew 10 included instruc- 
tions both for their immediate ministry, 
and also for the entire age of grace in 
which we are still living, up to the 
time of the Lord’s return. When he told 
them to preach “the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand,” he used an expression, “at 
hand,” found repeatedly in the New 
Testament for a coming prophetic event 
but not necessarily for immediate ful- 
fillment. Thus on the Lord’s call, “Re- 
pent: for the kingdom of heaven is at 
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hand” (Matt. 4:17), the Scofield Refer- 
ence Bible has this illuminating com- 
ment: 


“At hand” is never a positive affirma- 
tion that the pérson or thing said to be 
“at hand” will immediately appear, but 
only that no known or predicted event 
must intervene. When Christ appeared to 
the Jewish people, the next thing, in the 
order of revelation as it then stood, should 
have been the setting up of the Davidic 
kingdom. In the knowledge of God, not 
yet disclosed, lay the rejection of the 
kingdom (and King), the long period of 
the mystery-form of the kingdom, the 
world-wide preaching of the cross, and 
the out-calling of the Church. But this 
was as yet locked up in the secret counsels 
of God (Matt. 13:11, 17; Eph. 3:3-10). 


And frequently there are New Tes- 
tament passages that have a double ap- 
plication: to those to whom the words 
were first spoken, and also to others in 
coming years or centuries. When the: 
Lord says “ye” to his disciples in Mat- 
thew 10, he was addressing them di- 
rectly and he was also addressing be- 
lievers during the entire Christian era 
in which we are still living. Thus Dr. 
Scofield says concerning the passage in 
which we read, “Ye shall not have gone 
over the cities of Israel, till the Son of 
man be come”: “The scope of verses 
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16-23 reaches beyond the personal min- 
istry of the twelve, covering in a gen- 
eral sense the sphere of service during 
the present age. Verse 23 has in view 
the preaching of the remnant (Isa. 1: 
9; Rom. 11:5, note) in the tribulation 
(Psa. 2:5; Rev. 7:14, note), and imme- 
diately preceding the return of Christ 
in glory (Deut. 30:3; Acts 1:9-11, note). 
The remnant then will not have gone 
over the cities of Israel till the Lord 
comes,” 

Do we not often forget that, so far 
from promising or intimating that he 
was coming back soon to reign over 
Israel and the whole earth, the Lord 
plainly taught that he was not coming 
back soon? In the long prophetic dis- 
course (Matt. 24 and 25) in which he 
answered his disc#ples’ questions as to 
what should be the sign of his coming 
and of the end of the world [{consum- 
mation of the age], the Lord said that 
the coming of the Son of man was “as a 
man travelling into a far country, who 
called his own servants, and delivered 
unto them his goods,” and left them with 
this stewardship, and then, “AFTER A LONG 
TIME the lord of those servants cometh, 
and reckoneth with them” (Matt. 25:14- 
19). 

The “long time” has not yet come to 
an end, and we are still looking for our 
Lord’s return. But he will come, for 
he has promised; and it was in connec- 
tion with his promise to return “in the 
clouds with great power and glory” that 
he said: “Heaven and earth shall pass 
away: but my words shall not pass away” 
(Mark 13:31). 








TRADITIONS 


School traditions, carefully cultivated by 
faculty and staff, help determine the spirit 
and the character of student life—both im- 
portant factors in influencing a boy's de- 
velopment. 


By tradition Stony Brook is democratic in 
its true sense. ys from families of means 
live and work on equal footing with boys 
from more humble homes. Sons of business 
executives associate with the sons of mission- 
aries and other Christian workers. What- 
ever his background a boy must make his 
own way in school life. is is the Stony 
Brook method of developing enduring quali- 
ties of leadership. 


Again, by tradition at Stony Brook a boy 
finds special help available in his studies. The 
help comes from able, experienced Chris- 
tian masters who are at hand daily in the 
classroom, study hall, or dormitory. Regu- 
lar help under such auspices is partly re- 
sponsible for the tradition of adequate college 
preparation at Stony Brook. 


Applications now being made 
for term beginning September 20. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

nm, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


September 5 to 11 
Mon.—1 Samuel 10:21-25. 
The Selection of Saul. 
Prayer SvucGcestTions: “I gave thee a 
king in mine anger” (Hosea 13:11). God 
grades his gifts to men. “No good thing 
will he withhold from them that walk up- 
rightly” (Psa. 84:11).° To those who set 
up their idols in their hearts he gives 
pleasures that become a grief to the 
mind (Ezek. 14:4; Jas. 1:7). God’s an- 
swers to prayers can be either a pun- 
ishment or a pleasure. Israel’s selection 
of Saul turned out to be “a king in mine 
anger.” Pray for the glory of God in 
all your prayers. 
Tues.—1 Samuel 15:20-23. 
Saul’s Disobedience. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “To obey is bet- 
ter than sacrifice.” Self-appointed sacri- 
ficial service is no substitute for God-ap- 
pointed ministries. Rebellion in _ its 
pleasing form is a grievous sin. It falls 
into the category of “witchcraft” and 
“idolatry.” Modern apostasy savors of 
Saul’s disobedience. Rejecting “the word 
of the Lord” is becoming general. Its 
effects will be general. Pray for Chris- 
tians living in self-will. 
Wed.—1 Samuel 31:3-10. 
The Tragedy on Gilboa. 
PrayER Succestions: “So Saul died, 
and his three sons, and his armourbearer, 
and all his men, that same day to- 
gether.” David’s lament over the trag- 
edy leads us into its sorrowful depths 
(see 2 Sam. 1:17-27). “The beauty of 
Israel” slain upon the mountains and all 
the mighty of the nation fallen was the 
nation’s overwhelming tragedy. Sin still 
withholds “good things” from nations. 
Pray for the Rural Bible Crusade, 
Wheaton, Ill. 
Thurs.—Matthew 16:1-5. 
The Signs of the Times. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Can ye not dis- 
cern the signs of the times?” Eyes do 
not always see, and ears do not always 
hear. A traveler in the mountains sees 
only bare rocks, but a prospector sees 
veins of metal. The untrained ear gets 
only the click of the telegraph instru- 
ment, but the telegrapher gets the mes- 
sage. Can your eye read “the signs of 
the times”? Are world-shaking events 
really the closing numbers on the divine 
program for the age? Can you “discern’’? 
Pray for the American Scripture Gift 
Mission, 119 S. Fourth Street, Philadel- 
phia. 
Fri.—Luke 14:28-35. 
The Start and the Finish. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Not able to fin- 
ish.” Profession without possession, 
though attended with great enthusiasm, 
is insufficient for the tests and contests 
of life. Running without winning and 
fighting without victory is the lot of 
many. Selfish human nature will not 
“forsake”. all. Regeneration alone can 
give a man a heart to “will and to do” 
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God’s will, and the power to “finish.” 
Pray for the Pocket Testament League, 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York. 
Sat.—Matthew 7:15-19. 
The End of Moral Failure. 
PRAYER SuccESTIONS: “Hewn down, and 
cast into the fire.’ The ultimate sep- 
aration of the evil from the good is 
part of God’s moral scheme. “Every 
tree that bringeth not forth good fruit 
is hewn down, and cast into the fire.” 
How this separation will occur is inti- 
mated. Evil natures revealed in evil 
practices will be removed from God’s 
Kingdom. Every “tree” is known by its 
fruits. Separation of the wicked from 
the righteous is a solemn teaching of 
the Bible. Pray for the Western Canada 
Mission to the Jews, 158 Aikins Street, 
Winnipeg, Can. 
Sun.—Matthew %7:21-27. 
The Rock and the Sand. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Founded upon a 
rock.” Hearing God’s Word and doing 
it insures moral and spiritual safety. 
Hearers who are not doers are as inse- 
cure as a “house upon the sand.” Lay 
up “a good foundation against the time 
to come” (1 Tim. 6:19). Live not in 
known disobedience to God, and you 
will not fall in the hour of spiritual 
stress. Pray for Women’s Christian 
Medical College, Ludhiana, India. 
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